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June 16, 2003

Longbow unit trained-up and ready to ROK

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

CAMP HUMPHREYS, Republic of Korea – After eight months of unit training and equipment upgrades, 3rd Squadron, 6th Calvary Brigade has returned to the peninsula to continue its mission of deterring aggression against the people of the Republic of Korea. 


The unit’s personnel and 21 AH-64 Apache helicopters left Korea last August to attend the Unit Fielding and Training Program at Fort Hood, Texas. While there, the Apache’s were upgraded from the A model to the D (Longbow) model and the unit’s personnel went through eight months of advanced training.


The Longbow has several improvements over the A model. The remanufacture included the addition of millimeter-wave-fire-control radar, radar frequency interferometer, fire and forget radar-guided HELLFIRE missiles and cockpit management and digitization enhancements.


Maj. Mike Schaefer, the squadron’s executive officer, said the Longbows greatly enhance 3-6 Cav.’s capabilities.


“(The upgrade) gives us more maneuverability, versatility and firepower,” he said. “It enables us to have greater enhanced situational awareness on the battlefield.”


Chief Warrant Officer 4 Glenn Feist, an Apache pilot for 17 years, agreed with his executive officer. 


“This is a vast improvement over the Alpha model,” he said. “With the improved digital electronics on board and fire control, it gives the pilot greater situational awareness so we can know exactly where we are at on the battlefield.


“We can be well back off the battlefield and still have an accurate picture of what the battle is,” he continued.


While the Apaches were receiving the upgrades, the unit’s personnel were learning how to maximize the new model’s capabilities.


Col. Ronald Buffkin, commander, 6th Calvary Bde. explained the Unit Training and Fielding Program.


“When the Army builds a Longbow unit they do it under a unit called the 21st Cavalry Brigade at Fort Hood, and it’s a once in a lifetime event,” he said. “We were able to tailor (the pilots’) training for the conditions of Korea, in terms of range, payload and types of ammunitions they would encounter when they got here. From what I have seen, it really paid off – they arrived ready to fight tonight.”


Schaefer agreed.


“Normally you will find that most units that come out of the UFTP are at their peak performance, so you can count this unit at its peak performance right now,” said the former Squadron C commander.


All of 3-6 Cav.’s soldiers seemed anxious to begin training. 


“The squadron has been flying ever since we got in country and we are ready to begin training right now,” said Schaefer. 


“Before 3-6 left Korea (for the upgrades,) it flew more than any other Apache unit in the Army, and I expect it will exceed all flying standards in terms of hours and aircraft availability,” said Buffkin. 


