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KATUSA earns honors at Equal Opportunity class

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – A KATUSA was honored Friday for being the best presenter at the Area III Equal Opportunity Representatives Course. 


Sgt. Suh, Jung-hyun, senior KATUSA for HHC, Area III U.S. Army Support Activities, was selected for the awarded by his fellow students for his presentation on the Korean Lunar New Year. 


Sgt. 1st Class Richard Neidrauer, Area III EO advisor and class instructor, explained the criteria by which Suh was graded.


“(The EORC course students) are given a topic, which they have to research and create a PowerPoint presentation and then present that to the whole class and instructors,” he said. “We are looking for purpose, motivation and scope of the briefing, and ensuring they use the standard military format.”


Neidrauer said Suh’s presentation received the maximum points – the first time he has seen any soldier receive a perfect score in any of the previous classes he has taught. 


“Everything on his slides enhanced the clarity of the information he put out,” said Neidrauer, “(Suh) directly followed the format for doing a military briefing and kept emphasizing the key points.”


Neidrauer also said it was very obvious that Suh had spent a lot of time preparing for the brief, and the four instructors that graded him all gave him a 100 percent.


For Suh, the Lunar New Year topic was the perfect topic to speak on because he believed in the importance of explaining this traditional holiday to U.S. soldiers.


“The (Lunar New Year) holiday is very important to the Korean people,” said Suh. “So during the presentation I gave lots of information for U.S. soldiers to understand about the holiday.


“I tried to not put a lot of information on the slides and included many pictures,” continued Suh. “I wanted them to listen to me, so I tried to memorize most of it and not read from the handouts.” 


Even though Suh received a perfect score on his presentation by his instructors, the other 23 soldiers in the course gave him the award.


“The students selected Sgt. Suh, not the instructors,” said Neidrauer. “His peers made the decision based on his performance. He earned it.”


Neidrauer went on to say that Suh also excelled in the rest of the course, receiving a perfect score on his written test as well.  


According to Neidrauer, the class is usually only open to staff sergeants through lieutenants, but 8th Army allows KATUSA corporals and sergeants to attend the class because it important in Korea for KATUSAs to be Equal Opportunity representatives. 


Suh said it was important to him to attend the EO course.


“As senior KATUSA, I represent my soldiers. If one of the soldiers has an EO concern, they come to me for help,” he said. “There are some differences between the ROK and U.S. culture, but it is about tolerance. I have to know the U.S. culture, so if there is an EO issue I can determine if it is because of the problem or just the culture difference.” 


As senior KATUSA for his unit, Suh has 50 soldiers that he is responsible for and as his unit’s EO representative he is responsible for over 150 soldiers.


“During the (graduation) ceremony many of the soldiers in my unit saw me win this award, so I feel responsible to them to do a good job as their EO representative,” said Suh. 

