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ROK and U.S. female aviators compare experiences 

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – Col. Anne MacDonald and Lt. Col. Pi, Woo-jin learned that they have much in common Thursday at the ROK/U.S. female aviators luncheon.


MacDonald, the former commander of 17th Aviation Brigade, was a graduate of the first female-inclusive class at West Point and went on to become the first U.S. Army female to command an aviation brigade. Pi, the combat experiment plans officer at the ROK Army aviation school, followed a similar path. She was one of the first female officers in the ROK Army, was the first female platoon leader at the Korean Military Academy and became the first ROK female to command an aviation troop. 


The two leaders, along with other ROK and U.S. female aviation officers, met over lunch to strengthen the bond between the ROK and U.S. armies. 


“We had a great afternoon sharing stories and we realized that, regardless of culture and regardless of being in different armies, there are some very close similarities of how women are employed and included in formations,” said MacDonald.


There are only seven female aviators in the ROK Army compared to several hundred in the United States Army, and four of those aviators attended the luncheon with their U.S. counterparts.


“I learned a lot from (the U.S. female aviators) experiences,” said Capt. Choi, Hyo-sun, aviation business management officer, ROK Army Headquarters – Rotor wing. “There are so many challenges they have that are the same as mine.”


The officers exchanged gifts and compared their stores over lunch. They discussed flying different aircrafts, the concerns of raising a family in the Army, and the unique challenges they face as female Army officers. 


“(The ROK aviators) had many of the same hurdles I had to go through,” said Capt. Elizabeth Martin, 17th Aviation Brigade logistics officer and UH-60 Blackhawk pilot, “Three of the Korean women here are married to aviators, as I am, and we discussed the challenges of having children and being married in the military.”


MacDonald praised the achievements made by Pi in her 24 years in the military.


“(Pi) has been an extraordinary role model and, as we say, a person who was an icebreaker for her country,” she said. 


Choi, a Kiowa pilot, said the same about MacDonald. 


“Colonel Macdonald is a great role model for us,” she said. “Everything she did was the first. I can learn from her experiences how to achieve as she has.”


Macdonald was quick to downplay the role her gender played during her distinguished career.


“The Army is challenging for everyone, that’s why we came in – we like the challenge of what the military has to offer,” she said. 

“I am so happy to see more women coming in who are capable, competent and confidant in themselves,” she continued. 


All those who attended the luncheon stressed the importance of the ROK/U.S. alliance. 


“If we ever want to get better, especially in this ROK/U.S. alliance, the only way we can partner and be side-by-side is by understanding who you are standing next to,” said MacDonald, who relinquished her command Friday to become the USFK commander’s executive officer. “You can’t go forward without a good relationship and it starts with a friendship and builds into trust and mutual respect.”


Choi agreed.


“In the Korean Army, we think the ROK/U.S. alliance is very important and we want to maintain the friendship we have,” she said. “This kind of small meeting between ROK and U.S. soldiers will enhance the relationship between the ROK and U.S. armies.”

