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June 16, 2003


USFK mourns victims of last year’s tragic accident

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – A service of prayer and remembrance was held Friday at the South Post Chapel in memory of the two teenage girls who lost their lives in last year’s Highway 56 accident.


The service honored the memories of Shim, Mi-Sun and Shin, Hyo-son who were struck and killed by an armored vehicle in Kyong-gi Province June 13, 2002.


U.S. and Republic of Korea servicemembers joined together in prayer and tribute to the two lives that were tragically taken in that fateful accident. 


Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, United Nations Command/Combined Forces Command/USFK, told the packed chapel that the hearts all USFK personnel go out to the Shim and Shin families.


“We convey to the Shim and Shin families our heartfelt remorse and sadness over their tremendous loss,” he said. “(They) do not walk along. We also are there beside them.” 


LaPorte shared a poem with the audience written by a servicemember for the victims’ families and offered prayers that they would be comforted in their time of grief. 


LaPorte also expressed the sadness felt by all USFK members at the tragic loss of life.


“We were all shocked and saddened by the terrible accident that claimed life, brought sorrow to families and caused soldiers to weep,” he said. 


The remembrance began with an invocation, followed by the congregation’s singing of “Amazing Grace,” a responsive reading, a quintet’s rendition of “It Is Will With My Soul,” the commander’s tribute, three memorial prayers and a scripture reading The service ended with a long moment of silence.


The service was one of many similar tributes paid to the lives of Shim and Shin held throughout the peninsula on Friday.   

