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Korean University students learn leadership with the 8th MPs

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – Harry S. Truman, the 33rd president of the United States, once said, “Men make history, and not the other way around. In periods where there is no leadership, society stands still. Progress occurs when courageous, skillful leaders seize the opportunity to change things for the better.”


Friday, the soldiers of the 8th Military Police Brigade opened their doors to students from the Kyung Hee University in Seoul to showcase what Truman meant by those words.


The students were from the classes of Marlene Champagne, a professor of leadership at Kyung Hee and spouse of Col. Peter Champagne, 8th MP commander. 


Earlier this year, Col. Champagne visited his wife’s classes to explain how he applies the leadership principles his wife teaches to leading the 2,000 soldiers of the 8th MP Bde. When his wife asked him if he would speak to her students again, this time Champagne decided to bring the students to him.


“We decided to bring the students to Yongsan so they could see for themselves what goes on behind our walls,” he said. “It is important to inform the Korean public about the role USFK forces play in providing peace and stability in Northeast Asia.”


The students, upon their arrival at the 8th MP headquarters, were treated to a threat and balance brief, a capabilities display, and demonstrations of a K-9 unit and the Special Response Team.


Mrs. Champagne, a former Army officer who teaches two classes of “Leading at the Edge” at Kyung Hee, explained the she wanted her students to see how to apply the leadership strategies she teaches.


“I wanted my husband to teach the students how they can take the leadership theory they are learning and put it into action in a real world situation,” she said. “My husband believes his primary responsibility, after ensuring his soldiers are ready to fight and win tonight, is to develop leaders at all levels, and he has a great story to tell how he accomplishes that task as the brigade commander.”


The students, who got to interact with the unit’s equipment and soldiers –including the weaponry –, seemed to really enjoy their visit to Yongsan. They also came away from the trip with positive leadership examples and a very valuable byproduct: positive feelings toward U.S. forces in Korea. 


“The students left with a good understanding of the importance of the U.S./ROK alliance and the need to maintain a strong deterrent capability on the peninsula,” said Col. Champagne. “As a result of this visit … we now have approximately 100 students at Khung Hee University that know and understand the facts and are pro-U.S. supporters.”  

