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SOLDIER DESCRIBES EXPERIENCES TO WIN KOREAN SPEECH CONTEST

CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea – Twelve U.S. soldiers and one American civilian employee from Warrior Country stood the test of language at the Camp Red Cloud Theater June 26.  One by one, 13 contestants showed off their skills by delivering three- to five-minute speeches they had written – in Korean.


“This contest is designed to improve the U.S. soldier’s Korean language speaking abilities,” said Senior Republic of Korea Army officer Lt. Col. Park Baek-man, 2nd Infantry Division.  “It also strengthens the friendship between U.S. soldiers and Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army.”


Cpl. Adam Page, 2nd Battalion, 72nd Armor, won first place with his speech, “My Experience in Korea.”


“Even though learning Korean language is difficult, I want to do it because I want to learn about Korean culture,” said Page.  “Before I came here, I did not know anything about Korea.”


Page hopes to be fluent in Korean someday soon so he can understand what happens around him, he says.  He wrote the winning speech two weeks before the contest and practiced his delivery constantly.


“This is a lot more stressful than any other speech I have given in my life,” said Page.  “It has taken me over a year to get this far with my Korean.”


Page has served in Korea for 16 months.  He will be here for at least one more year.


Spc. Benjamin Thigpen from the 302nd Forward Support Battalion took second place.  Spc. Roberto Villaran from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 501st Corps Support Group, won third place and David Darby, a U.S. Army employee with the 552nd Signal Company, earned fourth place.


ROKA recently hosted the KATUSA English speech contest at Camp Red Cloud.  Winners from both contests earned the right to compete at the Korea-wide contest later this year.


Korean judges – both military officers and local school teachers – listened to the speeches while reading along with a written version.  They judged on originality, expression, military bearing, content and pronunciation. 


KATUSA soldiers coached many of the U.S. soldiers in the contest to help with pronunciation and delivery.  That, said Park, is the primary reason for the contest.  He said events like these build cultural bridges and bring Koreans and Americans closer together.
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