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Good Neighbor Program sets standard for alliance’s next 50

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


This year marks the 50th year of the Republic of Korea/United States alliance. Forged by the blood of war and strengthened through military and economic ties, the alliance has remained viable and strong through half a century. 


To ensure the alliance remains strong in this century, Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, United Nations Command/Combined Forces Command/United States Forces Korea, designed a new policy to thank Koreans for their continued friendship: the Good Neighbor Program.


“Since this is the 50th year of the alliance, we thought it was an appropriate time to establish a command-wide program,” said LaPorte. “And the whole aim and purpose of the Good Neighbor Program is to enhance communication, interaction, and positive bonding with the Korean people and the servicemembers of the United States Forces Korea.”


The program, which was formulated in November and implemented in January, has created several new initiatives, including the Community Relations Program Review, the Adopt-a-School program, the Unit Partnership Program, the Korean National Police Appreciation Program and the Educator Outreach Program.


Last month was also Good Neighbor Month, and LaPorte recognized five members of the Korean community for their outstanding support of U.S. servicemembers stationed in Korea at the first USFK Good Neighbor Recognition Ceremony.


At the heart of the Good Neighbor Program are subordinate units’ community relations programs.  According to Lt. Col. Paul Fameli, 8th Army civil affairs, these programs were already in place within the units, but the new policy gets more people involved and makes them more visible.


“There is a (Good Neighbor) event every day now,” he said. “It is not that there were not events before, but now we are getting more soldiers involved and we are getting more visibility of what we are doing because it is important to sustain the relationship.”


All the leaders of the peninsula have taken the ideals expressed by LaPorte in his new policy and applied them by creating numerous Good Neighbor events. One leader, who has really taken those ideals to heart, is Maj. Jason Pike, commander, 5th Medical Detachment.


“I saw the Good Neighbor memo when it came out from General LaPorte, which said ‘get involved,’” he said. “I get a lot of memos, but when I saw this I thought ‘this is where it is at; this is what we need to be doing and I should have been doing this along time ago.’”


Since January, Pike has organized several trips with the members of his unit to visit with ROK Army units near the DMZ, has gone on cultural tours, and has brought ROK medical officers on post for joint training. This month he and other officers in his unit will spend a week in a farming community, fishing and hiking with the Koreans of that community. 


Pike explained that he has organized these Good Neighbor events because he believes in the importance of the ROK/U.S. alliance.


“The ROK/U.S. alliance is critical; it is more important than anything and everything we do,” he said. “Maintaining the alliance and strengthening the alliance is the key to deterring aggression on this peninsula.”


LaPorte said all incoming personnel will soon be required to attend classes to educate them on Korean costumes, basic language phrases and cultural sensitivities and he encouraged every USFK member to be a good neighbor.


“It starts with interpersonal skills, not only when we are dealing with each other, but also when we are dealing with the citizens of the Republic of Korea,” he said. “We want as many people to get involved as possible. There are great opportunities here for servicemembers to get off the installations and experience the rich, loving Korean culture.”

