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ROK, U.S. EOD units diffuse explosive situation

Story and photos by Sgt. Brandon Krahmer
CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea -- The clock was ticking for an American Explosive Ordnance Disposal soldier in a dark room lit only by a red light, he had 30 minutes to manually disable an Improvised Explosive Device before it would detonate. Could he do it?

This was just one of the scenarios the 718th Ordnance Company (EOD) practiced during joint training with EOD units from the U.S. Air Force, 1st and 3rd Republic of Korea armies, 1st, 10th and 11th ROK air forces, the 3rd ROK Security Command and the 707th ROK Special Forces June 2-6. 

The focus of the training that took place on Camp Red Cloud and at Camp Casey’s Ingman Range was to improve the unit’s ability to remove unexploded ordnance from the battlefield, provide force protection support by responding to Improvised Explosive Devices and increase the ability of ROK and U.S. forces to work together, said Capt. James H. Scarbro, 718th Ordnance Company (EOD), commander.

The training on Camp Red Cloud was aimed at improving their ability to manually disable an IED, said 1st Sgt. Jeffrey L. Sibley, 718th Ordnance Company (EOD), first sergeant. 

Even though manually disabling an IED is a last resort, EOD soldiers need to have the confidence that they can successfully perform the task if the need exists, he said.

The first view of an IED that an EOD team gets comes from the unit’s Advanced Neutralization Disarmament Robotic Operation System, said Sgt. 1st Class Christopher S. Ellette. ANDROS provides the team with an X-ray of a suspected IED. The X-ray helps the team determine how to disable the device.

 The difference between the devices used in training and an actual IED is that they contained no real explosives and were designed specifically to present a certain degree of difficulty, said Ellette. 

“We’ve had to consciously build devices that cover the full range of easy to extremely difficult,” he said.

Ellette said the training presented an accurate and challenging environment because the types of devices they constructed depended on the imagination and experience of the builder.

“It’s always more difficult when an EOD soldier designs a device because we make it harder than what an inexperienced bomb builder would,” he said.

“We stay close to current technology that bomb builders use,” said Sibley. 

Training conducted at Ingman Range covered the Percussion Actuated Neutralization device, which is designed to fire a variety of rounds propelled by a 12-gauge shotgun shell at a suspected IED.

Using the PAN would be the unit’s first choice, Sibley said. It is the best way to protect the safety of team members involved in disrupting the device.

The joint exercise allowed the unit to work on equipment they normally do not get the chance to operate, said Ellette.

“We want to see what works and what doesn’t,” he said.

“For me, it’s the camaraderie with the 707th Special Forces EOD and building friendships that will last a while,” Staff Sgt. Roger Thornton, 718th Ordnance Company (EOD), team leader, said about the training. 

ROK army, 707th Special Forces EOD Command Sgt. Maj. Pyo, Dae Chun said, “We cross-train to share ideas, technology and information.”

The soldier who was working on the device in the darkened room walked out with a smile on his face and the blasting cap in his hand. The device had no real explosives, but was treated as if it did.

If the EOD teams fail to safely disable an IED in training, they die, said Ellette.

“You never want to die. Because if you die in training you might as well have died in real life,” he said.

“This is our peace-time and our war-time mission,” said Ellette. “We’re on call twenty-four seven.”
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