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Curahees commemorate Normandy jump

By Pfc. Scott Akanewich

In the black of night on June 6, 1944, the Curahees of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, descended from the skies over France to seize high ground behind the beaches of Normandy and hold it until relieved by other elements of the allied invasion force for Operation Overlord.

On June 6, 2003, Warriors of the 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry commemorated the 59th anniversary of their unit’s historic jump with a somber ceremony on Black Hawk Range at Korea Training Center.

“We want to honor the brave Curahees who came before us,” said Maj. Albert Stahl, 1st Bn., 506th Inf., executive officer.

The 506th Inf.’s heroics didn’t end after the initial invasion, however. They also participated in Operation Market Garden in Holland, liberated the town of Eindhoven and defeated the Germans at Bastogne. The Curahees’ final significant contribution of World War II was their charge into southeastern Germany where they accepted the surrender of the German 82nd Corps. For their bravery, the regiment was decorated with two Presidential Unit Citations with 25 Curahees earning the Distinguished Service Cross for their actions in Normandy.  

The ceremony’s benefit was twofold, according to Lt. Col. David Clark, 1st Bn., 506th Inf., commanding officer.

“We have a rich history and we’re lucky to be a part of it,” said Clark. “Also, there’s a lot of value in relating that to our soldiers.”

Pfc. Blake Holbrook, A Co., 1st Bn., 506th Inf., team leader, is well aware of the regiment’s heritage.

“I’m definitely proud because a lot of guys don’t know the history of the regiment,” said Holbrook. “It’s part of our responsibility to carry on the tradition.”

The book and television series “Band of Brothers” documents the regiment’s exploits from D-day to Victory in Europe Day and is a good way for today’s soldiers to learn about the courage and sacrifices  made by Curahees who came before them, said Holbrook.

A parallel was then drawn between the mission 59 years ago and the one modern-day Curahees have.

“It’s a reminder that we are here to help keep South Korea free.  They liberated France during World War II,” said Holbrook. “It’s all about being part of the Army and remembering our brothers.”

This sentiment was echoed by Capt. James Van Atta, A Co., 1st Bn., 506th Inf., commander.

“It ties in to our training today and gives us a sense of purpose of why we’re out here,” said Van Atta.

The ceremony took place at 9 a.m. local time, which was precisely the same time the Normandy invasion took place 59 years earlier.

“Our unit had a significant voice in history,” said Clark. “We got here through the blood, sweat and tears of the soldiers before us.”

All soldiers, regardless of unit, should be aware of the happenings of June 6, 1944 and the role the U.S. Army played, said Clark.

“Everyone wearing a uniform should know about the D-day invasion whether or not they’re a part of our unit,” he said.

As for 1st Bn., 506th Inf. themselves, they can hold their heads especially high while remembering the past, said Van Atta.

“When you walk down the street, you can tell people you’re a Curahee,” he said. “It’s something to be proud of.”
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