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315th ROK army Bn., 50th Eng. Co. build bridge during river crossing            exercise

Story by Spc. Ian Boudreau, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –       Soldiers of the 50th Engineer Company and Republic of Korea army soldiers of the 315th ROK Battalion met for a combined river crossing exercise on the Han River June 19.

“We’re building a bridge across the Han River to simulate how we would work with our Korean counterparts in a wartime environment,” said 1st Lt. Edan Olson, 50th Eng.Co. executive officer.

A safety boat is the first craft on the water, and patrols downstream from the bridge site in case someone falls into the water. A raft built from four bridge sections and two ramp sections carries a team to the opposite shore to secure the landing. Once safety and security has been established, soldiers begin work on the bridge itself, Olson said.

Ramp sections are secured to areas on the shore called slips, where vehicles can move from the land onto the bridge. Bulldozers are usually used to perform “slip improvement,” Olson said. The site on the Han River had permanent concrete slips, saving the units some time.

The sections slid off trucks into the river, unfolding into floating platforms. MK2 bridge erection boats pushed the bridge sections into place, and soldiers secured them together, forming an ever-lengthening span across the wide Han River. 

Once finished, the floating bridge can carry heavy machinery and armor, such as M1A1 Abrams tanks.

 “This one’s a lot bigger than the Imjin River,” said Pfc. Joseph Oakes, driver and radio operator for the 50th Eng. Co. Oakes acted as a communications link between the personnel on the water and those on the shore.

The company normally performs river-crossing exercises on the Imjin, Olson said, which is about 200 meters across. The Han River is about 700 meters across.

It is very important for the 50th Eng. Co.  to work with their ROK sister unit when crossing rivers this wide, said Olsen, praising the strength of the units’ combined assets.

The units both use the same types of equipment, so interfacing isn’t a problem, even out on the water, she said.

“A big part of this mission for us was the convoy down here – transporting all our equipment from Uijongbu through downtown Seoul to this location,” Olson said. “It went off without a hitch.”

The partnership between the 50th Eng. Co. and the 315th ROK Bn. wasn’t something reserved for training exercises. The two units swapped dining facilities the night before the exercise, said Pfc. John Bowman, a bridge crewmember.

“We ate with them and got to see how they live,” Bowman said. “The amount of discipline they have is really impressive.”

After dinner, soldiers from the two units organized a push-up contest in the ROK perimeter, while others turned on music and started a break-dancing competition.

“It was a talent show,” Oakes said. “A lot of soldiers traded unit patches.”

The close partnership between the two teams of engineers was obvious. “It’s not something you see every day,” Bowman said.

“I can’t think of a better opportunity to build a team between the United States and the Republic of Korea than this exercise today,” said Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Infantry Division commander.
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