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Shoot, move and communicate:  2-72 Armor Regiment completes gunnery

Story by Sgt. Brandon Krahmer, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea –  The company commander briefed his platoon leader about the current enemy situation and gave the command to “defend and report.” Seconds later, a tank commander identified one of three enemy tanks in the platoon’s engagement area and gave the report, “Contact tank!” to his platoon leader. The platoon leader initiated the platoon fire command and continued to search the range for targets.
That was what could be heard over the platoon net as soldiers of 2nd battalion, 72nd armor participated in the firing of Tank Table XII at the Korean Training Center June 17.
Tank Table XII is the culmination of an armor battalion’s gunnery cycle. 
“It’s a test of the things I will be doing on the battlefield,” said 2nd Lt. Joshua Suthers, a Bravo Company platoon leader. “It gives me experience in maneuvering my platoon.”
Firing Tables XI and XII is a 48-hour operation, said 2nd Lt. Leo Karanikolas, Charlie Company, platoon leader. Table XI is a practice run that a platoon conducts to prepare for Table XII. The following day, the platoon conducts the live-fire portion of the exercise.
Table XII gives tankers the opportunity to build on the individual crew duties that they were evaluated on during their Table VIII qualification.
“Table VIII emphasizes crew duties,” said Capt. Dexter Holley, the Bravo Company commander. “It’s based around the crew’s ability to detect and engage targets.”

Table XII, however, requires 16 soldiers, manning four tanks, to work together to fire and maneuver down the range while multiple targets are presented across the engagement area.
To do this, they must communicate effectively between themselves and to the command elements.
The tank platoons went downrange with their company commander and the battalion commander following close behind them in their own tanks. The commanders were there to brief the platoon on the enemy situation, monitor the platoon fire commands over the radio and provide an evaluation of their performance, said Sgt. Henry Cortez, the Bravo Company recovery noncommisioned officer.
An important part of firing and maneuvering as a platoon is to ensure that responsibilities of fire are distributed equally among the tanks in the platoon. 
Suthers said the engagement area is divided into sectors by using Target Reference Points. TRP’s are easily identifiable points in the engagement area that help a gunner and tank commander stay within their sector of fire.  
In addition to being evaluated on their ability to find and engage targets, their efficiency in performing many other tasks was assessed, said Karanikolas. 
Troop leading procedures, assembly area procedures, preparation, maintenance operations, security plans and their ability to call for indirect fire were also assessed during the exercise.
The platoons also conducted classes on different aspects of platoon gunnery before they went into the live-fire portion of the exercise.
“We did a lot of good classes out here,” said 1st. Sgt. Joseph Bulick, Bravo Company, first sergeant. “We did classes on conduct of a range, fire control and fire distribution.”
This Table XII was Bulick’s first. He is a light infantry soldier serving as an armor company’s first sergeant. 
Bulick talked about the similarities and differences between serving as an infantry first sergeant and armor first sergeant. 
“All the administrative stuff is the same,” said Bulick. “What I’m having to learn is all the different terminologies and tactics.”  “I ask a lot of questions. I go to the S-3 sergeant major,” Bulick said about how he is learning to adapt to working in a different branch of combat arms. “We’re truly a combined arms unit.”
The exercise also incorporated the support elements attached to the company.
Cortez, atop his M88 recovery vehicle, and Bulick, commanding the company’s M113 personnel carrier, moved onto the range to provide covering fire for the medics while they evacuated simulated casualties from a tank that was damaged during the fight. Cortez said he was also tasked with recovering the damaged vehicle.
The maintenance team was also there around the clock to provide any support that the tank crews might need. 

Shortly after the platoon leader gave the fire command, three tanks had sent a round downrange, destroying their intended targets. The gunners checked their work, then backed down into their defensive positions and continued to defend the engagement area.
 As Cortez cleared his weapon at the end of his mission, he looked at the tanks and said, “All in a day’s work.”
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