Joint Training Improves Combat Skills For U.S., ROK Soldiers
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Despite the ongoing threat of terrorism around the world, military police soldiers serving on the Korean peninsula continue to prove that they are fit and ready to fight tonight as they sharpen their combat skills while conducting a great demonstration of their war-fighting capabilities alongside their Republic of Korea, or ROK counterparts.  

In preparation for their wartime mission, soldiers from the 188th Military Police Company, along with soldiers from the 35th ROK Infantry Division, spent seven days conducting a joint training platoon level live fire exercise at Bojeol Range, Namwan, June 12th through 19th.

“This joint exercise was a great benefit to both the ROK and U.S. soldiers,” said Capt Brian J. Carlson, 188th MP Co. commander.  “These ROK soldiers are located in our area of operations and in case of wartime, they are the people we have to fight with against the enemy.”

Since he took command of the 8th Military Police Brigade, Col. Peter M. Champagne has focused on striking a balance between the unit’s law enforcement capabilities and war-fighting skills.  Conducting live fire exercises was one of his top five priorities.  Military police soldiers have been put through their paces in a very demanding, fully instrumented, training environment against the world-class opposing force in a contemporary operational environment. Tough, very demanding and realistic training challenged the competence and character of every soldier and leader. 

“The goal of the exercise was to raise the bar of our training.  We wanted to operate on a platoon level, which is a step higher than the squad level convoy live fire exercise we conducted few months ago,” said Carlson.  “We also wanted to conduct joint training with our ROK counterparts for the first time.”

During this live fire exercise, ROK infantry soldiers were integrated into each platoon and conducted this challenging training side-by-side their U.S. counterparts.  According to Master Sgt. Roger Macon, 188th MP Co. operations sergeant, the 188th MP Co. soldiers gained a lot of experience working with their ROK counterparts.  
“The ROK soldiers were highly skilled and focused on accomplishing their mission,” said Macon.  “This gives our soldiers confidence in the fact that if we ever go to war in South Korea, both the U.S. and the ROK military will fight together as one team against the enemy.”

During his visit to the range, Champagne extended his gratitude to the 35th ROK infantry division for the support and assistance provided to the U.S. soldiers. 

“I am very grateful for the opportunity that we have to train together with the ROK soldiers,” said Champagne.  “Now we know that when the call comes, we can fight together and win decisively,” he added.  

The ROK unit assisted with providing the use of Bojeol range where the training was conducted and also providing soldiers who participated in the training with the U.S. soldiers.

“We had the opportunity to observe and respect each other’s capabilities during this joint training,” said Carlson.  “There were cultural exchanges which fostered Korean/U.S. relations and we both gained a better understanding as to how to operate in a real world mission,” he said.

This training was a mock battle drill in which the military police soldiers were to perform a deliberate attack on a known enemy position after receiving an operation order.  The platoon leaders put together their plan and briefed the company commander.  

The platoon leaders then briefed the soldiers, using a sand table which depicted a graphical representation of the terrain the soldiers would maneuver on during the exercise.  This sand table provided the soldiers an idea of the mission, the terrain that lay ahead and the enemy location within the grid square.
The exercise was conducted by each platoon where two squads attacked from the assault position and the third squad from the support position.  Four ROK infantry riflemen were integrated into the assault team while two served in the support position.  Other personnel secured the observation rally point, or ORP, and the landing zone.

“It was a little difficult at first following instructions because of the language difference,” said Sgt. Choi I.Y., 35th ROK Infantry Division.  “But it gave me an opportunity to learn English quickly in order to accomplish the mission,” he added.

The soldiers began by setting up an objective rally point in a camouflaged area while some of the soldiers conducted a recon of the support by fire position and once placed, a recon of the objective. When the objective was observed and it was determined that nothing had changed from their initial mission brief, the squad leader, team leaders and remaining soldiers moved tactically to the assault position under the direction of the platoon leader.

The attack was initiated by mortar rounds fired by the 35th ROK Infantry Division mortar team and the 8th Air Force Security Forces Squadron mortar team.  Then the support element opened fire as the assault force charged the enemy, one squad at a time. The squads took the offensive by bounding where one laid covering fire while the other maneuvered toward the enemy’s position engaging targets with their different weapons as they advanced.  

“I was excited to get the opportunity to operate the different weapons that the U.S. soldiers use,” said Choi.  “I enjoyed the tactical plan and I liked the separation of the assault team from the support team and how each team accomplished its specific mission,” he added.

These MP soldiers and ROK infantrymen improved several of their basic battle skills such as communication during a wartime situation, control rate and distribution of fire, call for fire, moving as a member of a fire team and call for MEDEVAC. 

“The ROK soldiers were unbelievable,” said Carlson.  “They aren’t just the typical ROK soldiers, they are highly skilled.”

According to Macon, the success of this exercise was truly a unified effort across the different branches of service in the U.S. and the ROK.  The soldiers made use of the M16, M4, M249, M203, MK-19, AT4, 60 and 81mm mortars, firing high explosive rounds. 

Cpl. Kang Kil Won, 2nd platoon, 188th MP Co. felt the training was very beneficial, yet exhausting.  He was a team leader and carried 20-pound SINCGARS radio manpack through the lanes while he engaged his target.  

“Patience and persistence are the major things I learned,” he said.  “It was challenging and I was tired but I was able to learn how to search and treat an enemy prisoner of war and conducting proper radio procedures on the battlefield,” added Kang.

Kang never had the opportunity to train with ROK soldiers and stated that it was the most enjoyable part of the training.  “It was cool operating the different weapons with the ROK soldiers by my side,” said Kang.  

The training concluded with the soldiers conducting medical evacuation procedures and returning to their ORP.  They accounted for all personnel and equipment before returning to the home base where they conducted an after action review, or AAR.

“You soldiers have proved yourselves worthy of being war-fighters,” said Champagne as he addressed the soldiers during the AAR.  “You are relentless fighters and your level of motivation and discipline remained evident throughout this challenging training exercise.”

Champagne reminded the soldiers of his determination to train them harder than they’ve ever been trained before.  “Despite the physical challenges experienced by these soldiers, their level of motivation did not decrease,” said Champagne. 

The Bojeol hills and non-stop operations, stretched and challenged the abilities of all soldiers that participated in the live fire exercise.  However, the exhaustion the soldiers felt did not measure up to the satisfaction of the soldiers, knowing that they are fit to fight at anytime.

“It was tough.  Running up the hills with the heavy equipment was very tiring but I had to keep going,” said Kang.  “It seemed very real, like a real war you know; especially with the ROK soldiers on my right and left sides,” Kang concluded.
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