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            2nd ID soldiers take gold medals in ROK/US tae kwon do championshiptc "in ROK/US tae kwon do championship"
            Story by Spc. Ian Boudreau, 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – Drums, bells and gongs created a din as the audience for the “Third Friendship Tae Kwon Do Competition” cheered for their favorite fighters, including four 2nd Infantry Division soldiers and two KATUSAs from the Division Fight Team. The event was held at the VI ROK Corps Headquarters in Pocheon on July 11.

The 2nd Infantry Division won the Commander’s Cup in the tournament, with two soldiers, Spc. Louis Davis, a light wheeled vehicle mechanic with the 82nd Engineer Company, and Staff Sgt. Kevin Williams of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, 15th Field Artillery, winning first place in their weight classes. 

Tae kwon do is a traditional Korean martial art, but soldiers like Davis have found ways to study and perfect the art while serving in the Army. Davis, who’s been studying for about 18 years, said he’s participated in martial arts tournaments throughout his Army career, even while on a five-year tour in Germany.

“I was told I’d see a different side (of tae kwon do) when I came to Korea,” he said. “It’s taken more seriously here. The Koreans are still one step ahead of the rest of the world, just like the US — we’re one step ahead in basketball.”

    Davis won 6-2 over his Korean opponent in the finals, making him one of the first of two 2nd Inf. Div. soldiers to triumph in the ROK/US competition. Williams shut out his opposition 12-1 in the end of the second round.

Each tae kwon do match is composed of three one and a half minute rounds. Players score one point for a clean punch or kick to the torso, and two points for a kick to the head. If they knock their opponent down, up to three points are added, depending on how fast their opponent gets back on his feet, said Master Kim, Mun Ok, who has been in charge of the 2nd Inf. Div. tae kwon do program since 2001. Players are not allowed to use fists for shots to the head, or strike any blows below the torso pads.

Continuously bouncing on the balls of their feet, fighters circled each other in the ring, waiting for an opening to strike with a lightning-fast kick to either the head or torso. While punching is authorized, it was very seldom used in the tournament. Contestants would sometimes nearly bring themselves to the ground with the momentum of their own kicks.

The tournament also held a tile-breaking competition. Large stacks of tiles were placed in front of several US and ROK soldiers who had to strike the pile and break as many tiles as possible.

Davis started studying tae kwon do after watching martial-arts movies, he said. However, after seeing a demonstration by the All Army Tae Kwon Do Team in the U.S. Military Championships, Davis headed for the recruiting office.

“That’s what sold me on (the Army),” he said. “I said, ‘if I enlist, I want to be on one of those teams.’”

Tae kwon do took Davis to international championships in Turkey, Belgium, Croatia and Italy while he was stationed in Germany, he said.

“I was going somewhere two to three times a month and bringing home medals,” he said.

He and Williams both brought home medals July 11, along with the “Commander’s Cup” flag of the tournament, which goes to the winning unit, the best-ever results for the Division, Kim said.

“This is a tremendous opportunity to share in the Korean culture,” said Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Infantry Division commander. “(Tae kwon do) is a great sport for building endurance and the Warrior Spirit… Soldiers come back from Korea stronger and fitter because of it.”

“I hope we can continue working together in tae kwon do events of this kind in the future,” said Lt. Gen. Ryu, Woo Shik, ROK VI Corps commander.

Even though a significant portion of his Army career has been devoted to martial arts, Davis hasn’t lost his focus.

“I’ll never forget that I’m a soldier,” he said.

Tae kwon do is a sport that any soldier can benefit from, Davis said. “It teaches patience, self control and discipline above all else,” he said. “Anyone who thinks martial arts are useless in today’s society is in for a rude awakening.”

Many 2nd Inf. Div. companies conduct tae kwon do physical training, where soldiers can develop a foundation in martial arts skills, said Kim. Soldiers can progress from white to yellow or red belts by participating in company level tae kwon do PT.

Soldiers interested in learning more about tae kwon do can take personal classes from the local masters at every post, Davis said.

“If the Army didn’t believe in sports, there wouldn’t be an All-Army sports team in any event — but if we have to go to war alongside our Korean brothers, I’ll pick up my M16 in a heartbeat.”
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