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Rock on the DMZ 

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett


The music was bumping, the singers were slamming and the crowd was jumping. Was it Friday night in the club? No, it was Friday night inside the Joint Security Area, near the most heavily guarded border in the world.


Three thousand JSA, 2nd Infantry Division and Republic of Korea 1st Infantry Division soldiers, along with members of the local Korean community, joined together to experience the first-ever “Rock on the DMZ” concert.


The Korean Broadcasting Service broadcasted its show “Youth Reports” from inside the DMZ at Camp Bonifas. Several nationally known Korean pop performers were on hand to show the troops a good time, including Maya, Morning and Eugene. 


According to Col. Jeff Cristiansen, Area I commander and one of the event organizers, the idea for the concert started when Chang, Suk-eun, KORECOM president, and Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, United Nations Command/Combined Forces Command/U.S. Forces Korea, sat down together and said, “(we should) have a concert with Korean talent on U.S. terrain and entertaining U.S. soldiers”


From there, with the support of the JSA and KBS, “Rock on the DMZ” became a reality. 


“We are going to have some fun tonight!” LaPorte told the enthusiastic crowd at the beginning of the evening. “I want you to take all your hats off. I want you to let your hair down. Lets have a good time and let’s rock in the DMZ!”


The crowd seemed to take their commander’s advice. 

“The whole show was fantastic,” said Sgt. Samuel Castro, reenlistment NCO with the 44th Engineer Battalion. “Everyone is getting together to enjoy the dancing and music. It’s great.”


Several of the Korean performers sang in Korean, but the U.S. soldiers did not seem to mind, as they clapped their hands and swayed with the performers on stage. 


Included with the broadcast was a talent show. ROK and U.S. soldiers sang, danced and performed comedy for a panel of Korean women. Capt. Bryan Davis of the JSA was a crowd favorite when he performed the song “Jil Too” in Korean. 


“Getting two different countries here together and experiencing one concert was great,” said 2nd Lt. Rob Well, support platoon leader, 2nd Engineers. “I really enjoyed how they shared both Korean and American music. Anytime you can share cultures then both countries benefit from it.”


Christiansen agreed. 

“From the looks of things tonight we are going to make this an annual event,” he said. 

