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Battle of Chonan remembered by Korean and American communities
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Area III Public Affairs Office

Chonan, South Korea — U.S. Forces Korea and Area III soldiers gathered here July 8 to remember 98 American soldiers who fell 53 years ago in the battle for Chonan during the Korean War.

Standing together with the mayor of Chonan City and other Korean and American civilian and military dignitaries, soldiers from Camp Humphreys listened as a message was delivered on behalf of Gen. Leon J. LaPorte, commander of the United Nations Command, the Republic of Korea Combined Forces Command and U.S. Forces Korea.

“On this very ground, soldiers of the 34th Regiment, 24th Infantry Division, engaged a foe determined to deny freedom in the Land of the Morning Calm,” said Brig. Gen. Timothy McHale, U. S. Forces Korea assistant chief of staff for J4.

“As we cast our eyes onto this monument, we are forever reminded that freedom is not free. This annual ceremony ensures we will not forget the sacrifices made here at Chonan,” continued the message McHale delivered for LaPorte. “The cost of freedom is high, but we carry within our hearts the determination to ensure it lives on.”

In his message, LaPorte said, “We are also reminded that those who wish to reap the benefits of freedom must be prepared to endure the hardships of defending it.”

LaPorte’s message said the Republic of Korea-United States alliance stands ready to protect freedom in the Republic of Korea. 

“Deterrence will guarantee peace and stability and, as long as we remain committed to the same principles as those who were here in battle in 1950, freedom will continue to rule this land. Thank you for honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice” concluded LaPorte’s message. 

Following the ceremony, 25 soldiers from Camp Humphreys were treated by the Korea Freedom League’s Chonan chapter to lunch, followed by a tour of Chonan’s National Independence Hall. 
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Sidebar: Battle of Chonan timeline

• June 25, 1950: North Korea launches a surprise attack against South Korea with eight divisions and an armored brigade. President Truman orders the 8th U.S. Army, then based in Okinawa, to help defend South Korea. Gen. Douglas MacArthur dispatches elements of the 24th Infantry Division to slow the advance of 90,000 North Korean soldiers.

• July 5, 1950: The 540-man Task Force Smith assumed a defensive position near Osan. Lacking anti-tank weapons and outflanked by North Korean forces, the task force lost 200 soldiers and most of its equipment. TF Smith broke into a disorganized retreat.

• July 6, 1950: The 34th Infantry Regiment, part of the 24th Infantry Division, fights delaying actions in Pyongtaek and Chonan, then later engages the North Korean Army in a five-day battle at Chochiwan. 

• July 8, 1950: Col. Robert R. Martin and 97 other members of the 24th Infantry Division’s 34th Regiment were killed in action while defending Chonan against an overwhelming North Korean onslaught that battled through to Daejon.

• July 12, 1950: Col. Robert R. Martin, 48, Toledo, Ohio, is posthumously awarded the first Distinguished Service Cross given for Korean action. He was killed July 8 while attacking a North Korean tank 12 yards away with a bazooka.
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