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           July 13, 2004
2-1 ADA Soldiers train to deploy
by Staff Sgt. Dave Enders, 35th ADA Brigade PAO
FORT BLISS, Texas – Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 1st ADA, 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade trained June 7-16 in preparation for their pending deployment to South Korea later this year.

“The purpose of this field training exercise was to train for our mission rehearsal exercise in August and ultimately our mission in Korea,” said 2-1 ADA Interim Operations Officer, Cpt. Matthew Morton. “There were strict guidelines for those individuals available to deploy to Korea, so we had to shift personnel around to get all the eligible people in Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, B Battery, D Battery and 178th Maintenance Company.”

As a result of shifting personnel, many of the battalion’s crews had neither trained together nor certified as teams.

In order to be mission ready, Patriot crews must certify for Table VIII and Table XII. To certify Table VIII, a battery must move onto a site and be at minimum engagement capability within 45 minutes. For Table XII certification, a battery must accomplish the same mission at night.

The two firing batteries scheduled to deploy to South Korea, B and D Batteries, completed their Table VIII certification, said Morton. “That was the mission. Now they have more time to train on Table VIII plus as well as warrior tasks and drills. A Battery and C Battery prepared for their Table VIII exercise in July.”

Experts from 2-1 ADA validated individual battery’s Table VIII certifications. “We’re in charge of enforcing the Patriot gunnery standards for the Patriot battalion,” said Chief Warrant Officer 2 Michael Freres, who headed the certification team. “We’re basically referred to as the gatekeepers. Any Table that you’re qualifying for is basically a gate that you’re trying to get through; it’s a gauge used for commanders to know that when they get through a Table VIII or a Table XII, their unit is ready for a go-to-war mission.”

“We used the crawl, walk, run method [to get the crews trained and certified],” said Freres. All the batteries trained throughout the exercise until they were ready to be certified. “We looked at B and D Batteries [for certification]; both successfully completed their Table VIII evaluations. It’s clearly evident when all the units’ leadership is actively engaged in the process.”

“I’m extremely proud of all the soldiers in the battery,” said Cpt. Joshua Tooke, B Battery commander, whose battery experienced roughly a 40 percent turnover as a result of shifting personnel. “Our launcher crews are primarily new privates, many who have never run a crew drill outside the school house. They truly came together and worked as a team.

“We had one week of individual training time prior to the exercise, and we had four days of collective training during the exercise leading up to successfully certifying at Table VIII,” said Tooke. “We’re going to continue training for Table XII certification and training our air battle crews to RAL 17.

Retical Aim Level or RAL is a simulated air battle that the Engagement Control Station crew uses to determine its proficiency. There are levels 1-17, which have to do with the difficulty level of the simulated air battle. 17 is the highest level.

All of the units completed their training and certification, and returned from the field either ahead of schedule, on time or, in one case, a few hours later than planned. “The FTX went very well,” said Moton. “The 2-1 ADA Bn. CDR believes strongly in training to a standard and not a time.”

“It’s amazing to see what the soldiers can do when the elements are against them,” concluded Morton. “I didn’t see soldiers letting the elements get them down. They worked hard and were excited about the mission.”
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Photo Cutlines:

Photo 1 – Pfc. Christopher Bernhardt and Pvt. Christopher St. Aubin emplace the Antenna Mast Group during the B Battery Table VIII certification.

Photo 2 – Pvt. Christopher St. Aubin ensures that the Antenna Mast Group ice shield and guide wires deploy properly as the team raises the antenna.

