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 U.S./ROK work together to repair road near DMZ

By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pvt. Scott Akanewich


Yeoncheon, Republic of Korea – U.S. and Republic of Korea engineers recently collaborated on a project to rebuild a road in a remote area near the demilitarized zone.

     The 82nd Eng. Co. was tasked with re-building a road in a rural area in Yeoncheon that is used by military and civilian vehicles alike, including farm equipment that is used in the surrounding fields. 

      ROK Army engineers brought needed equipment and general knowledge of the land to aid the project.

    The road was in bad shape due to lack of maintenance and was in need of repairs.

     “It was a really rough ride,” said 1st Lt. Reggie Jamo, 82nd Eng. Co., platoon leader, who was overseeing the upgrades.

     According to Jamo, the initial focus was to rebuild an 800-meter stretch of the road with plans of finishing the entire road in the spring. The main objective of the project was to put a four-inch lift of rock material on the surface of the road to make it more passable.

     The first step in the process, scheduled to take four days to complete, was for dump trucks to haul rock from a nearby riverbed to the site. Once the cargo was deposited, a D-5 bulldozer was brought through to clear any extra gravel from the road before the next step. This involves a vehicle called a grader, which shapes the road by putting a crown on it and then distributes the leftover gravel evenly. Finally, a roller smoothes out and compacts the new road.

     The DMZ was only about a mile away from the work site. 

     “This is no-man’s land,” said Capt. Loy Nguyen, 82nd Eng. Co., company commander.

     The Engineers, however, stayed focused on the job at hand.

     “It pops into your mind that you’re right near the DMZ, but once you start working, it goes to the back of your mind,” said Staff Sgt. Ricky Morrison, 82nd Eng. Co., construction equipment supervisor.

     Security was initially a concern during the planning stages because of the location, said Nguyen.

     “When we did our coordination, we were a little concerned. They basically increased security on the fence-line. There haven’t been any incidents,” he said.  

     Nguyen handled much of the coordination with the ROK Army that was necessary for the project to be successful from a logistical standpoint.

     “Basically, the planning takes place two months ahead of time,” he said. “They asked for our help during the winter. We sat down with them, determining what roads were the priority.”

     A total of 10 different projects are currently planned.

     The ROK Army supplied seven dump trucks, a bucket loader, an excavator and a bulldozer, said Nguyen. Also, they supplied additional communications, such as walkie-talkies. 
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