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                                                  Jan. 30, 2003

Stop Movement Could Affect 2900 Officers and Soldiers in Korea


YONGSAN, Republic of Korea -- Pending approval by Department of the Army, approximately 2900 officers and soldiers assigned to the 8th U.S. Army will not move on normal assignment instructions if their report dates fall within a specified window. 

The Department of the Army is committed to the mission readiness of the 8th U.S. Army.  The Army will sustain all 8th U.S. Army units at 100 percent of its aggregate strength to ensure mission capabilities and readiness. The duration soldiers will be held for Stop Move is currently limited to 180 days.

There are several “hit lists” being circulated by various methods within 8th U.S. Army that include all soldiers scheduled to depart South Korea over the next 90 days. These lists contain approximately 5,500 names.  Those lists are not valid and should be ignored.

Officers and soldiers identified will be notified by their chain of command as soon as possible.  The Army staff is assessing the near and long term impacts of the limited Stop Move throughout the rest of the Army.  


 “We have an enduring commitment with the Republic of Korea to maintain the security of the peninsula and stability in the region, which may require the extension of some soldiers in Korea past their current departure date,” said Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, commanding general, 8th U.S. Army. 


Soldiers who are affected in the Stop Move may voluntarily extend for 12 months and take advantage of Overseas Tour Incentive Program benefits.  Enlisted soldiers on one-year tours who extend for one year and those with command sponsorship or joint domicile on two-year tours who extend for two years are considered to be on an In-Place Consecutive Overseas Tour.  Soldiers may choose any of the following four options.  Enlisted soldiers with command sponsorship or joint domicile on two-year tours who extend for one year may choose between option #2, #3, or #4:

1.  Free round-trip airplane transportation to their home of record (IPCOT only).

2.  30 days of non-chargeable leave.

3.  Free round-trip airplane transportation to the nearest aerial port of debarkation (Los Angeles, San Francisco, or Seattle) and 15 days non-chargeable leave.

4.  $2000 to be received in the first month of the extension.  

Soldiers in the Home Base Advanced Assignment Program (HAAP) will have the option of keeping that assignment or deleting it and working other options.

 “We will continue to provide information as it becomes available in order to keep our soldiers informed and mitigate inconveniences that a Stop Movement may cause them and their families,” said Campbell.

