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Engineers participate in Sapper Stakes 

tc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pfc. Nicole Robus

KOREAN TRAINING CENTER, Republic of Korea – Twelve squads of engineers from 2nd Engineer Battalion deployed to the Korean Training Center Jan. 8-13 to participate in this year’s Sapper Stakes Competition.  

 Squads prepared for Sapper Stakes year round during sergeants time and during gunneries when they deployed in support of elements of the 1st Brigade Combat Team. 

Sapper Stakes consisted of six lanes. The lanes the battalion competed in were breaching minefields with hand-emplaced explosives, placing a Hasty Road Crater, positioning a Nuisance Minefield, deploying Modular Pack Mine System Minefield.  

Other lanes included, setting up an 11-row wire obstacle while reacting to a chemical attack and a mystery tent.

The lanes for Sapper Stakes are scored based on points. The point value is based upon criteria and subtasks. 

The points system is only a means of standardizing the events, said Maj. Mark Deschenes, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Eng. Bn.

 “It isn’t about first or second it is about the training,” said Deschenes. “We are out here to produce lethal squads which are the foundation for killer platoons.”

In one event, a squad of engineers stepped out of a warming tent and headed over to the mystery tent.

“Incoming!!!” yelled one of the lane noncommissioned officers as the squad dropped to the ground. 

“Go! Go! Go! Go!” yelled Sgt. Timothy Togiai, 2nd Squad, 1st Platoon, A Company, squad leader, to his squad as they entered the lane.

This task tested squad leadership, communication skills and ability to react to the unknown in a stressful sensory deprived environment under reduced time, unit officials said.

The concept of the lane was to induce stress and confusion within the squads executing the lane, in order to acclimate soldiers to the real world stress that is associated with war. In this stressful state, squads will negotiate through a series of obstacles within five interconnected tents utilizing Military operations on urbanized terrain (MOUT) techniques through the first four and manual clearing and proofing techniques through the fifth, unit officials said.

As the squad entered the pitch-blackness of the first tent, they went down the wrong path and had to turn around to take the correct path. The path led them into the second room where CS gas was present. 

“Communication was a problem once we donned our protective masks. There was a lot of yelling; however, everyone kept his cool. This showed us that we can overcome obstacles and work together to achieve the mission,” said Cpl. William Mabe, 2nd Squad, 1st Platoon, A Company, team leader. 

There were obstacles the squad had to breach. There was concertina wire and numerous booby traps within the mystery tent, said Pvt. Brian Townsend, A Co., rifleman.

“The mystery lane was very intense. There was yelling coming from all directions and loud music in the background. You definitely don’t get bored and it kept me on my toes,” said Townsend. “It gave us a feel of what real life combat would be like and how our job would be like if we were under pressure. We didn’t have time to think we only had time to react. We had to do what our instincts told us to do.”

Weather also plays an important role in this exercise, because of this, we need to make sure the soldiers stay warm, said Deschenes. 

“There are a variety of measures that we adhere to in the cold weather. We make sure to adhere to the wind-chill factor and conduct risk assessments at each of the lanes. Keeping the soldiers warm is a priority. On every lane we have warming tents to keep the soldiers warm while they wait to start,” added Deschenes.


“Lane officers-in-charge brief the soldiers on a risk analysis specific for that lane,” said Deschenes.

“We also have our medics out here with us to ensure the safety and health of the soldiers. We are prepared to evacuate a soldier to Camp Casey or wherever they need to go to for care,” said Deschenes.

After all the training and preparation, the Sapper Steel Team of 2nd Eng. Bn. is more proud and ready to deploy to Iron ARTEP III in February or transition to war whichever comes first, added Deschenes. 

“It will prepare us for a wartime environment. We are out here breaching lanes for supply routes, clearing tents to set up a TOC (Tactical Operations Center), and setting up obstacles to deter the enemy,” said Mabe. 
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