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Combat Infantry Badge to be awarded Thursday

PANMUNJOM, Republic of Korea—An 8th U.S. Army soldier will receive the Combat Infantry Badge Thursday at the Joint Security Area. 

Master Sgt. Jeffrey G. Holbrook, operations NCO, Korea Regional Office, is receiving this prestigious award for his actions during the Nov. 22-23, 1984 armistice violation that happened at the JSA.

A firefight occurred at the JSA in 1984 when a Soviet defector ran across the demarcation line. He was followed across the line by several North Korean guards who were attempting to stop him. Shooting quickly broke out between the North Korean guards and the ROK and U.S. guards. Reinforcements were brought to the fight from both sides. Twenty-four minutes later, a cease-fire was called.

One ROK soldier was killed and one U.S. soldier was injured in the skirmish. 

The awards ceremony will be held near the Freedom House in Panmunjom at 3 p.m. Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, 8th U.S. Army commander, will present the award to Holbrook. 

