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ROK officers graduate from integrated medical school

By Sgt. Lisa Jendry

Eight officers graduated Friday from a joint ROK – U.S. Health Care Program, in a ceremony hosted by the 18th Medical Command at Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea.

The ceremony was for the 95th cycle of the Integrated Service of ROK Military Health Care Personnel Program. The ceremony also marked the 50th anniversary of the program.

ISRMHCPP was established 50 years ago to facilitate wartime coordination between the U.S. and ROK military healthcare support systems in the event of hostilities.  ROK army officers work with their U.S. counterparts for 6 months, sharing expertise and increasing cultural understanding while gaining an appreciation of the U.S. military healthcare system.  Over 400 students, including veterinarians, physicians, dentists, nurses and medical-service corps officers have graduated from this program, and many have gone on to serve distinguished careers in both the military and civilian sectors of the Republic of Korea.  


 “This ceremony basically represents a 50-year relationship for medical training between the ROK and the U.S. alliance,” said Col. Philip Volpe, commander, 18th MEDCOM.  “Everywhere we go we see people that have graduated from our program.  They act as interpreters for us and help us take care of our families if we have to use civilian medical facilities.” 

Volpe said that the program is tailored to each individual student.  

“There are all different specialties and all different backgrounds that they are coming here with,” said Volpe.  “So they each train with people of that particular background.”  


Volpe added, “Not only do they learn from the medical skills and talents that we bring here, but we also learn all the cultural things that they bring.”  

“What’s really important about setting up these relationships is that, if we had to go to war, we have these relationships to get the best medical care we can because we all know each other,” said Volpe.  “We can’t do it all alone on the U.S. side without the Republic of Korea’s medical capabilities.”


Maj. Gen. Hur, Jun-Pyung, commanding general, Armed Forces Medical Command, said the graduates of the ISRMHCPP were able to learn both the advanced medical technology of the U.S. and the medical administration management of the U.S.  

“Those who have gone through the program have come back to the ROK army and have exerted significant efforts for the development of the ROK medical system,” said Hur.  “Knowledge and experience that our ROK officers have gathered and learned here at the hospital have helped them understand the U.S. military system.”

Hur said that the knowledge and experience they bring back to the ROK military also helps foster the growth of ROK/U.S. alliance, particularly at a time when there are forces that would like to “splinter the ROK/U.S. alliance.”  

“I am confident that the efforts of these graduates will be sufficient to overcome whatever forces are trying to pull us apart,” said Hur.  “The relationships fostered through this program will be very important in helping us work with each other in times of war.  

            Lt. Col. Linda Groetken, chief, clinical education division, 18th MEDCOM, said that while hundreds of ROK army officers get to learn about the American side, Americans get a chance to learn about Korean culture and how Koreans and the ROK Army conduct medical procedures.

“So it’s a sharing,” she said.  “It’s a mutual increase in understanding of not only how the armies work, but also, I think, you get a cultural exchange and a personal exchange too.”  

