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8th Army soldier receives CIB for actions during conflict 18 years ago 

By Sgt. Lisa Jendry

 In a ceremony Jan. 16 near the Freedom House at the Joint Security Area, Master Sgt. Jeffrey G. Holbrook was honored with the prestigious Combat Infantryman Badge for his actions during the soviet-defector incident that occurred Nov. 23, 1984 at the JSA. 

“It felt wonderful,” Holbrook said after receiving the award.

Before the ceremony, Holbrook, bowed and saluted in respect before a monument dedicated to Cpl. Jang, Myong Ki, a South Korean soldier who was killed in action during the conflict. The marker also memorializes generations of ROK and U.S. soldiers who continue to serve both of our nations with courage and commitment.

The same courage and commitment Holbrook displayed 18 years ago when a soviet defector bolted across the military demarcation line in pursuit of freedom. 

North Korean soldiers followed the defector across the line and ROK-U.S. alliance and North Korean soldiers exchanged gunfire for 24 minutes before a cease-fire was negotiated. The conflict resulted in the death of one ROK soldier and the injury of an American soldier. Four North Korean soldiers were also killed and one injured.

The JSA soldiers protected the soviet defector and he was later safely evacuated.

Holbrook said it was acceptance of his mission that got him and the other soldiers through the conflict.

“Whether that was jumping out of an airplane with the 82nd or being a drill sergeant, that was my job and I was going to do it no matter what,” said Holbrook.  

After the initial shots were fired, Holbrook quickly got on the phone and contacted U.S. Forces Korea and 2nd Infantry Division leaders.

Holbrook said that it’s important for soldiers, especially at the JSA, to build themselves into a team and realize that they have to depend on one another to survive, to take care of each other.


“When I was at the JSA, what struck me the most was how quickly we came together,” he said.  “You can see it’s isolated, and we recognized that and we recognized that the only way we could do anything was if we bonded.”


During his speech, Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, commanding general, Eighth U.S. Army, said that it was superior judgment and rational decisions by the soldiers that prevented the incident from escalating beyond a 24-minute firefight.




“As you would expect, JSA soldiers were always alert,” said Campbell.  “Then, as now, they were on guard … always anticipating the unexpected here in this peace village at Panmunjom.”


The Combat Infantryman Badge recognizes the skill and heroism of the American Infantryman.


The CIB was first awarded in WWII and then subsequently in the Korean War.  Soldiers of the DMZ that saw action after the Korean War are now eligible for the CIB award.  Also, a new defense medal, the Korea Defense Service Medal, will soon be issued to military members who served in the Republic of Korea, or adjacent waters, after July 28, 1954. 

“Because we are not at peace today, we need soldiers … soldiers like Master Sgt. Holbrook who are not afraid to do their duty,” said Campbell.  “Who are trained, who are confident in their skills, the skills of their comrades and the skills of their leaders.  Who are seasoned, who are hardened, and who are tough. That’s the kind of soldiers we have in the ranks and that’s the kind of soldiers we need to continue to have in the ranks.”

