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Press Release 04-20030108



 Date 8 January 2003

FIRE

(YONGSAN – Seoul, Republic of Korea) – A kitchen fire broke out at approximately 9:25 a.m. yesterday at the Dragon Hill Lodge on Yongsan South Post causing minor smoke damage to one of the restaurants and the main lobby.  

“All of the guests were immediately evacuated from the hotel and temporarily relocated across the street to the Seoul American High School gymnasium,” said Rich Gorman, General Manager, Dragon Hill Lodge.

The Area II Fire Department and local firefighters from Yongsan-gu and Itaewon arrived within minutes and contained the fire.  “The prompt, combined efforts of both fire departments prevented substantial property damage,” said Brig. Gen. John A. Macdonald, Director Installation Management Activity, Korea Region Office. “The strong relationship between Yongsan garrison and the local community’s first responders is and has been one of paramount importance to the safety and quality of life of United States Forces Korea personnel assigned to Yongsan.”
Yongsan-ku fire crews from Itaewon-dong and Yongsan-dong join Yongsan Garrisohn’s fire department in assisting to extinguish the fire.  The Korean firefighters’ assistance was crucial to keeping the fire from spreading and enabling the Dragon Hill Lodge to resume normal operations the following day.

No injuries were reported. The cause of the fire is under investigation.
