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ROK, U.S. work together for better communicationtc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pfc. Nicole M. Robus


UIJONGBU, Republic of Korea – United States and Republic of Korea servicemembers and contractors united to improve communications and relations between the two countries despite language barriers Dec. 9-13 at a ROK Army compound in Uijongbu.

The training served to integrate U.S. and ROK communication technology to further telephone, email and fax capabilities between the two militaries.

For this operational test to be successful U.S. soldiers and sailors, and ROK soldiers and contractors had to work together. 

This test was done to ensure interoperability between the signal equipment of the two militaries.

U.S. servicemembers from Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; 2nd Infantry Division, personnel from United States Forces Korea Combined Forces Command were participated in the training. ROK Army soldiers from 762nd Signal Battalion, the ROK Ministry of Defense and ROK contractors added to the team. 

“It’s bringing the training together to make better the communications between us,” said 2nd Lt. Diane Johnson, A Company, 122nd Signal Battalion, platoon leader. “With working with the ROK Army, we are able to better utilize our soldiers within the company for other mission and duties. The reason we can do this is because we no longer would have to send soldiers to the ROK compounds with our equipment. They have been really open with communicating with the U.S. soldiers, because of this it was a privilege to work with the ROK Army.” 

It really helped to have bilingual soldiers out here. They are a valuable assets to this company, said  Sgt. 1st Class Terry McPherson, A Company, 122nd Signal Battalion, platoon sergeant. Our Korean Augmentation to the United States Army soldiers really helped out when it came to communicating with the ROK Army soldiers; however, the soldiers didn’t let the language barrier interfere with communications.

The ROK Army also had a few bilingual soldiers, which also helped with communications. Not only were the soldiers able to communicate, but also they were able to teach each other about their equipment and their cultures.

“We learned more about the U.S. equipment and how it is interoperable with our equipment. It also gave us a chance to learn more about signal operations and we hope to learn even more in the future. We shared our equipment with them as they did with us,” 

said ROK Army Sgt. Lee, Sung Deug, 762nd Signal Battalion. “We also got to learn more about the American culture. It was a good learning experience.”

These experiences will enable the units to fight and talk better when it comes to battlefield operations, said McPherson. “This exercise has shown us how well we can work with the ROK Army.”

Public Affairs Office





Commercial Phone: (031) 870-8899


Fax: (031) 870-8888


E-mail: makab@usfk.korea.army.mil� HYPERLINK mailto:gilpinr@usfk.korea.army.mil ���





 











January 8, 2003








PRESS RELEASE





2nd Infantry Division











