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1/2 Avn. Regt. hones gunnery skills at Rodriguez Range

tc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Sgt. Jon Cupp

KOREAN TRAINING CENTER, Republic of Korea – An Apache (AH-64D) Longbow attack helicopter flies into a combat zone as air traffic controllers relay the location and types of enemy targets in the area to the pilots.  When ordered to engage enemy targets, the Longbow’s front seat pilot quickly uses his targeting computer to click on the enemy target as his back seat pilot adjusts the position of the aircraft.

Within a matter of seconds, the Apache fires its 30 millimeter cannon, totally demolishing a Soviet-made personnel carrier.

This was the scenario 1st Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment aviators from Camp Page envisioned as they honed their gunnery skills Jan. 11 at Rodriguez Range.

“You can get in a simulator and flip the switches and pull the triggers and shoot at computer generated targets but it’s not the same as a real gunnery.  When you’re here and 

you go down range and you’re in the actual aircraft and you’re pulling the triggers, flipping the switches, getting messages, conducting crew coordination and receiving those radio calls, you’re creating realism for the aviators which builds up their confidence,”  said Maj. Bruce Sones, 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regt. executive officer.  “That’s one of the biggest things that comes out of a gunnery like this.”  

“It gives us a chance to get away from the contonement area so we can do what we joined the Army to do, put lead down range, shoot at targets and practice our craft,” added Sones.

Aviators spent two to three months prior to the exercise training on qualifications they must meet before their final record fire during the gunnery.  The qualifications, called tables, are a progression of tests which culminate with the gunnery exercise, said Sones.

“In preparation for the gunnery we do a Table III and IV which tests the weapons systems and threat tests which are marks aviators must meet before they can come out here,” said Sones.  

During the actual gunnery exercise, a Table VI is performed to validate the aircraft, a process whereby pilots adjust the sites on their Apache’s 30mm cannon ensuring they are properly sited.  In Table VII, pilots do a practice fire of their 30mm cannon and 2.75mm rockets.  Once qualified on those tables, aviators move on to the actual record fire during Table VIII.   

“Proficiency in gunnery is pretty much a direct result of how much time you spend both in the books and the amount of time and instruction you receive in the aircraft,” said Chief Warrant Officer Cory Grochowski, an A Company, 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regt Apache 

Longbow pilot.  “What we do here is a good train up process and the more time you spend doing it, the more proficient you’re going to become.”

During 12 different engagements with 12 enemy targets, aviators were graded by evaluators who watch video tapes of the gunnery and check the pilots to make sure they use the correct phraseology during radio communications as well as making sure they use the right weapons systems to engage enemy targets. “Obviously, you’re not going to use your 30mm cannon on a tank, but you are going to use it for lighter skinned vehicles and for a tank, you would use a Semi Active Laser Missile (SALM),” said Capt. John Carvan, 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regt. adjutant.

Air traffic controllers and evaluators also used a new computer program, the Tactical Engagement Simulation System which allowed them to record all engagements, monitor the altitude of the aircraft, the exact grid coordinates, and the exact location where the aircraft was firing within the engagement area as well as all other avionics data. This information can also be used in grading a pilot’s performance during the exercise.

With almost 300 soldiers involved in getting the Longbows off the ground, the gunnery exercise is a combined effort of all the battalion’s assets, said Sones.

“Back at garrison at Camp Page, the battalion is spread out, but out here everything is in such a close proximity that you can see the fuel guys and the armaments guys putting fuel on the aircraft and you can see the crew chiefs maintaining their equipment and you see the aviators flying in and out with ammunition and shooting,” said Sones.  “When the soldiers can get out here and see all of these things it allows them to see how they fit into the big picture and it allows them to understand the collective or team effort by the unit.”

Working to keep the “birds” flying during the gunnery was a job that ammunition handlers, maintenance crews and fuel teams said they enjoy doing.

“I’ve been gaining valuable experience on the aircraft here during this exercise and being fresh out of Advanced Individual Training, this is just great,” said Pfc. Ian Evans, a D Company, Apache Longbow helicopter repairman.   “I go over things inspecting it to make sure I do the best possible job, and not making any errors.  I never dreamed I’d be working on aircraft but here I am and it’s just the best.”

“I feel really privileged and dedicated in this situation,” said Pvt. Leo Williams, a Headquarters and Headquarters Company, fuel-handling specialist.  “I’m making sure all the Apaches are filled, making sure everything is grounded, that we have all our supplies and we’re making it happen.”

Over the course of the gunnery exercise, the battalion cycled through 12,000 rounds of 30mm ammunition for the Apache’s 30mm cannon and 1,000 2.75mm rockets with each pilot getting the opportunity to fire 400 rounds of 30mm ammunition and 80 2.75mm rockets.  

The use of Hellfire missiles was simulated due to the costs associated with firing them, according to Carvan.

Firing actual rounds down range with his Apache Longbow is something Grochowski said he always looks forward to.

“It’s like the musician says after a symphony when they’ve played the last note of the 1812 Overature and the crowd is on their feet and flashbulbs are flying, you have to be there to experience it,” said Grochowski.  “There’s nothing that compares.”         
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