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                  January 7, 2004

Story Range Construction Project
YONGSAN ARMY GARRISON, Korea – Numerous incorrect newspaper, radio and television reports have been printed and aired concerning the construction of the Story Range fence project that began early this month.

The Land Partnership Plan (LPP), that was agreed to by both the Republic of Korea (ROK) and United States (U.S.) governments, and ratified by the ROK National Assembly, has granted exclusive use of the Story Range complex to the U.S. Forces stationed in Korea.  

Initial coordination for this ROK-funded construction project was conducted with the Ministry of National Defense in 2001.  The Joint Working Group (ROK-US), was convened in order to verify and agree to the boundary of the range, the location of the fence-line, the design of the fence (agreed to May 3, 2002), and the procurement of land at or above current market value.  

Contrary to reports in the media, a Natural Resource Survey and a Cultural Resource Survey has been completed for the Story Range Complex under contracts with Korean experts.  Planning for the fencing incorporated the survey findings and recommendations in the  construction planning.   

“The numerous false and misleading reports being given to the media by various individuals and groups are intended to mislead the public.  Various civic and environmental groups that oppose this public safety project have failed to obtain complete and accurate information from 8th U.S. Army officials concerning this important and necessary safety project,” said Lt. Col. Steven Boylan, 8th United States Army spokesperson.

- more -

The construction of this fence is designed to protect the local civilian population from mistakenly entering an existing live-fire training area and to preclude serious injury or death.  The land being fenced is part of the existing range.  The area of the range is not being expanded by the fencing project beyond the already agreed to boundary. 

The safety of the public on and around our military installations and training ranges is paramount.  Either mistakenly or illegally entering these facilities denies us the ability to protect the public from hazards associated with necessary training.  

The construction of the fence will have minimal impact on the local population and wildlife due to its simplicity and overall design.  

“Our number one priority is to maintain public safety while maintaining a trained and ready combined force through the conduct of critical training on our live-fire ranges,” said Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, Commanding General, 8th United States Army.  “I want to ensure that the local residents of the area are both informed and protected during the construction of this important public safety project,” he said.

“I urge everyone to consider the facts surrounding this issue prior to coming to any conclusions,” Campbell said.  
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