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NEWS RELEASE

Press Release 01-20040210                                                                           Feb. 10, 2004

8th Army Units ready to defend Korea despite military worldwide deployments

Yongsan Garrison, Republic of Korea – Today’s JoongAng Ilbo article stating that the deployment of the 3d Brigade, 2d Infantry Division (Stryker) from the United States to support Iraq would be detrimental to the 2nd Infantry Division’s ability to defend the South Korean peninsula is patently false.

       “The 2d Infantry Division has been and continues to be, ready to deter aggression on the peninsula and should deterrence fail, be ready to fight tonight - any statements to the contrary are false and misleading,” said Lt. General Charles Campbell, Commander, 8th U.S. Army and Chief of Staff, United States Forces Korea.

       The U.S. Army and U.S. military forces are committed to the defense of Korea in partnership with the ROK military, and remain ready to honor our commitments to fight shoulder to shoulder on freedom’s frontier with our coalition forces, should deterrence fail. 

       “The military’s worldwide commitments have not diminished our ability to defend the peninsula in time of need,” said Campbell. “We are committed to upholding the agreements between our two nations and any statements that imply a lessening of the U.S. commitment to Korea are absolutely wrong.”
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