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Combined-arms training prepares armor soldiers for realistic combat environmenttc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pvt. Scott Akanewich


RODRIGUEZ RANGE, Republic of Korea – A tank round from an M1A1 Abrams tank flies downrange screaming toward its target leaving a deafening boom in its wake. Two AH-64 Apache attack helicopters, machine guns blazing, provide covering fire while simulated artillery rains down from above through a dense smoke screen set to confuse the enemy while they await their demise.

This display of firepower is a Table XII exercise being conducted by the 1st Battalion, 72nd Armor, the culmination of three weeks of gunnery at Rodriguez Live Fire Range.

The purpose of tank gunnery is quite clear, according to 1st Lt. Joshua Levine, 1st Bn., 72nd Armor, battalion logistics officer.

“The focus is to train and maintain lethal crews,” said Levine. “These guys do a lot of

maintenance and simulation, so it’s huge to get the guys out here.”

Having three weeks to conduct gunnery is an advantage for these tankers and the results show, said Levine.

“These guys have had plenty of time to go through their tables,” he said. “I’ve never seen scores this high. It’s due to good training.”

This day’s task was to conduct platoon gunnery, which consists of three different stages. 

First was a tactical road march from a staging area, which took the vehicles on a winding dirt road that included elevation changes as well as simulated possible enemy detection. At this point, the convoy, which consisted of four tanks and three M-113 Armored Fighting Vehicles, fanned out in a herring-bone pattern along both sides of the road. This formation is to give each vehicle clear sectors of fire as well as to prevent strafing from enemy aircraft, said Levine.

Once the all-clear was given, the platoon continued on toward its objective.

Next on the road to the range was an obstacle breech and simulated minefield. This was where the engineers stepped in. In order to clear the minefield, a simulation using a Mine-Clearing Line Charge was used to clear the way. Upon reaching the fringes of the battlefield, an M-113 from the 4th Chem. Co. shrouded the valley with smoke creating a diversion while the platoon’s four tanks rolled into their fighting positions.

The second and third portions of Table XII gunnery is to conduct both day and night 

live-fire exercises.

 “This is as big as it gets,” said Levine. “We won’t do any live-fire as a bigger element.”

Creating realism is the reason for combined-arms training, according to Levine.

“We really try to put all of the pieces together to create a combat environment,” he said. “This is as realistic as I’ve seen it.” 

All of the planning that goes into conducting such a wide-scale training event is with one goal in mind, said Command Sgt. Maj. James Williams, 1st Bn., 72nd Armor, battalion sergeant major.

“Once you come out to gunnery, you want to leave better than you were before,” he said. “With the rapid turnover rate in Korea, you have to come out so that you can be ready to fight tonight.”

Williams also spoke of the importance of combined-arms training with added emphasis on the 1st Bn., 2nd Avn.’s participation.

“Combined arms is important because it creates the reality. A realistic environment is important because if you practice something, you need to put it to use. Aviation brings a lot to the table. They can suppress the enemy,” said Williams.

The AH-64’s provided covering fire for the tanks on the ground as they engaged their targets.

As senior enlisted trainer, Williams’ job is to oversee the battalion’s progress as they proceed through the various stages of gunnery.

Williams also said that the success of the battalion rests on their ability to shoot, move

and communicate.

“First, you have to hit what you fire at,” he said. “Then you have to maneuver in a safe way knowing where everyone is. Communication is the key to success. When you can put all of those together, you’ve got something.”

The crews must individually qualify through a rigorous set of tests covering a wide range of combat-related tasks.

Each crew starts with 1000 points, with points being deducted for various infractions such as safety violations and failure to follow engagement criteria.

This particular gunnery produced seven perfect scores, which is above average, said Williams.

Staff Sgt. William Bauer, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Bn., 72nd Armor, master gunner, has seen his fair share of gunneries and recognized the importance of establishing cohesion in how it relates to the battalion’s overall success.

“We need to get qualified crews with everyone working together as a team,” said Bauer. “We have a lot of new people and it’s very important to have everyone on the same page. If you don’t work as a team, there’s a lot of confusion on the battlefield.”

 Bauer pointed out that a gunner on a tank crew needs is the ability to be aware of his surrounding at all times.

“You can’t be tunnel-visioned as a gunner,” he said.

Bauer added that serving in Korea is a good place for a gunner to learn his trade.

“It’s good for a new soldier to come over here first,” he said. “We incorporate a lot of

training to make it realistic.”

The rugged terrain of Rodriguez Range also makes for a good place for tank crews to train, said Staff Sgt. Jacob Jenkins, C Co., 1st Bn., 72nd Armor, tank commander.

“It’s difficult because of the elevation with targets up on the mountain,” said Jacobs.

Possibly going to war is something that is in the back of his soldiers’ minds, said Jacobs.

“You have to learn your job and learn how to fight because you never know when it could go from training to the real thing,” he said.

Levine summed up the importance of the exercise.

“The shooting is the main thing, but there’s more to it than that,” said Levine. “This combines everything they’ll be doing in combat from start to finish.”  
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