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 702nd MSB issues new chemical protective suit to Warriors

By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Sgt. Jon Cupp


CAMP CASTLE, Republic of Korea –Making sure over 14,000 soldiers are outfitted with anything can be a daunting task.  

Yet soldiers with the 702nd Main Support Battalion said the challenge of outfitting the 2nd Infantry Division with new chemical protective suits is an opportunity they look forward to.

Over the next few weeks, the 702nd MSB will be issuing out 35,000 sets of the Joint Service Light Weight Integrated Suit Technology to over 125 units within the 2nd Inf. Div. to replace the old battle dress overgarments previously issued to soldiers.

“These are the new go to war BDOs,” said 2nd Lt. Pearletha Swatson, 702nd MSB accountable officer for the Class I-III (P), IV, VII warehouse. “Getting these out so soldiers will be able to go to war is a very serious business, because it will save lives.”

The JSLIST is lighter than the old overgarments and can be washed up to six times in a

washing machine without damaging the suit’s protective properties. The new suit provides up to 24 hours of protection against gases, liquids, aerosols and biological contamination, and it is resistant to perspiration, rain, salt, water, dirt and repels petroleum products.  

The suit also protects the wearer by reducing heat strain associated with wearing protective gear.

The 702nd MSB issues the suits from their warehouse at Camp Castle North to the units. The units then go through a turn in process with their soldiers whereby the soldiers turn-in their old BDOs to the unit and are fitted for the new JSLIST.  

All units should have the new JSLIST by Feb. 25, according to Swatson who said her soldiers will have no problems fulfilling the monumental task.

“We’ve issued out 10,000 already and we have 25,000 to go,” said Swatson. “My soldiers understand the schedules and they’re good at making sure the units get what they need so they don’t have any shortages.”

“The tasking actually came out in August and we received our first JSLIST shipments in early January when three large tractor trailers drove up,”  added Swatson. “We’ve had to do a lot of inventory to make sure we had good numbers so there are no shortages and at first we were a little nervous about this, but everything is going well and we should have this done right on schedule.”

Working to get the JSLIST out to soldiers is something Staff Sgt. Collins, a Head-quarters and Headquarters Company, Division Support Command, asset visibility non-

commissioned officer, said has gone smoothly. 

“We play a very important role in making sure that our customers are issued everything they’re supposed to have,” said Collins. “The units are showing up on time and are sending the right amount of people to do their JSLIST inventories.”

Soldiers receiving the JSLIST for their units said it will be vital for their wartime readiness.

“It’s a good feeling to know you’re taking care of people when you’re picking them up,” said Spc. Michael Soles, a Headquarters and Head-quarters Company, 1st Battalion, 72nd Armor Regiment unit supply specialist. “Giving someone a new chemical protective suit will make them feel secure and if you’re in a wartime situation, that’s a good thing. If you’re in a chemical environment, you need to know you’re going to be protected.”

“We have to make sure we pick up the right sizes and amounts for our unit,” said Sgt. Reynaldo Alano, an HHC, 1st Bn., 72nd Armor Regt. unit supply specialist.  

“These new JSLISTs are especially important if we get deployed or sent to a war zone, because they’re a vast improvement over the old overgarments.”      
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