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War veteran’s son finds father’s long lost Korean friend

tc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Cpl. Kwak, Young Hwan


CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – When Sgt. Jon Cupp, a Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division journalist stationed at Camp Red Cloud, first arrived in Korea last September he was carrying a photo of his father from the Korean War.    

The yellow, faded picture was taken in the autumn of 1952 when Cupp’s father, Herman Cupp, a combat engineer and corporal at the time, was assigned to A Company, 802nd Engineer Aviation Battalion, building the K-13 airstrip in Suwon. The image shows Cupp’s father standing next to a 13 year-old Korean boy. 

Cupp said the photo inspired him to find the boy in the photo for his father who is suffering from prostate cancer in New Tazewell, Tenn.

“It was like a quest,” said Cupp. “Since I was going to be stationed in Korea, and my 

father had served here, I wanted to find out who the little boy in the photo was. Did he survive the war? Would he remember my father after all those years? What was he doing now?”

“Those are the questions that were running through my head, and my father remembered the photo, and with my father being ill I wanted to do this for him,” Cupp added.

The first step of Cupp’s quest was contacting the DongA Daily, a Korean national newspaper. A reporter with the newspaper wrote an article featuring the photo which was circulated throughout the Korean peninsula. Within days, telephone calls from people claiming that they were the boy in the photo flooded the 2nd Inf. Div. Public Affairs Office. 

Among those who called, Chung, Sul-Nam, the owner of a Suwon hardware shop, was certain he was the boy in the photo and said he remembered receiving a rain coat from Cupp’s father.  Chung, who is now 64 years old,  also related that his nickname was “Scoshy” and he spent his time during the war running errands and cleaning for soldiers on the camp. Confirming these facts with his father over the phone, Cupp made an appointment to meet with Chung.

After meeting with Chung for the first time, Cupp and Chung visited the site in Suwon where the photo was taken.   

“It was very important for me to meet with Sgt. Cupp,” said Chung. “When I first saw the article and the photo in the newspaper, I couldn’t believe it.  I could not sleep and after hearing about his father’s illness, I didn’t know how to express my sadness. If I met 

his father today, I would weep because my friend remembered me after 50 years.”

“The Korean war was a different time, most people suffered but I am grateful to the U.S. soldiers because they gave me enough food to eat,” Chung added. “If Sgt. Cupp’s father were here, I would express my gratitude to him. I really appreciate the sacrifices that U.S. and Korean soldiers made during the war.”

The A Co., 802nd Eng. Avn. Bn. camp site where the photo was taken has been replaced by high-rise apartment buildings and the K-13 airstrip location now rests on a Republic of Korea Air Force base.

“My father wouldn’t believe how much this area has grown over the past 50 years,” said Cupp. “Dad was really excited about me meeting Mr. Chung.   When my father was here 50 years ago, he was a simple farm boy from Tennessee, missing home. Mr. Chung was like my father’s little brother.”

“Mr. Chung helped me to open my eyes and senses to the things that he and my father experienced here over 50 years ago,” Cupp added.  “It’s a very sobering feeling to know how much the soldiers and Korean people sacrificed here every day during the Korean War and the hardships they had to endure.”

Chung said it’s important for the younger generation of Korea to remember veterans, like Cupp’s father, who served in the war.

“They don’t know the facts,” said Chung.  “They need to understand why Korea enjoys prosperity after the war, because of the sacrifices made by U.S. soldiers and Koreans working together.”

Chung said he hopes to travel to Tennessee sometime in the near future to visit Cupp’s father.      
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