[image: image1.png]



28th ROK Division and Strike Brigade soldiers participate in first ever 28th ROK & 2ID Friendship Run at Dongducheon
tc "Convoy safety important in 2nd Infantry Division"
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pvt. Scott Akanewich


CAMP RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – Celebrating their partnership in defense the commanding generals for the 28th ROK and U.S. 2nd Infantry divisions brought their soldiers together here on Jan. 29 for the first 28th ROK & 2ID Friendship Run.  

In brilliant sunshine belying bitter cold temperatures, ROK and 2nd Brigade soldiers ran an icy six-mile route that wound its way through the Korean countryside from Indianhead Field on Camp Casey to the Invincible Typhoon Unit Camp of the 28th ROK Division.    

Cadences in both English and Korean could be heard echoing through the surrounding fields as the troops made their way in company formation. 

In an alliance that has existed between the Republic of Korea and the U.S. since the Korean War and survived all sorts of extremes, soldiers didn’t let the frigid environment put a damper on their enthusiasm.

Capt. J.R. Deimel, Headquarters, Headquarters Company, 2nd Inf. Div., commanding general’s aide, appreciated the presence of the crowds of people who greeted the soldiers on their route.

“It was great,” said Deimel. “We had all kinds of people on the road showing support for the U.S. and ROK armies. 

“It’s important so the people in the community get to know us,” Deimel added.

Capt. Dennis Ifurung, C Company, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, company commander, led his men on the run and was impressed with the camaraderie that was present.

“I think this run symbolized the unity, power and strength of the U.S. and ROK armies,” said Ifurung. “I think it’s a great event to show the unity of both countries.”

Maj. Gen. Yun, Il-Young, 28th ROK Div., commanding general, also spoke of the strong bond that exists and expressed gratitude for the support that the U.S. has given his country over the years.

“In the Korean War, we fought together for freedom and for the past 50 years we’ve defended it together; I thank them (U.S. soldiers) for their labors,” said Yun. 

As for the weather, Deimel took it all in stride.

“It was kind of brisk, but we dressed appropriately for the weather,” he said.

The afternoon might have been frigid, however, the warmth of the bond between the two allies on display for this event was evidence that the alliance between the United States and the Republic of Korea is as strong as ever.       
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