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Area II Support Group holds Black History Month Observance

by: Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

The Area II Support Group held an observance Wednesday at Yongsan Garrison to observe Black History Month. 


The observance showed black culture through poetry, singing and dancing. Ethnic dishes were also provided to those in attendance. Lt. Col. Charles E. Smith, chaplain, 18th Medical Command was the event’s guest speaker.


In his speech, Smith discussed the book, “The Souls of Black Folks,” by William E.B. DuBois. 


“Dr. Willaim E.B. DuBois, in his book, sought to define the struggles of racism,” said Smith. “He saw the unequal playing field that both blacks and poor whites had to deal with. Dr. DuBois saw souls dealing with institutional poverty, racism and sexism. What Dr. DuBois wrote about 100 years ago can be found in the life and struggles of many people today.”


Smith also spoke about Dr. Carter G. Woodson. “Dr. Woodson set out to change the thinking and change the image of history. He went back to the beginning, back to Egypt, Nubia, Ethiopia, Kemit and started telling our story, which became a voice to free an enslaved conscience,” he said. “We needed to know that the Greeks and Romans borrowed from the Nubian culture their concept of arts, science, religion and political structures.”


Master Sgt. Vincent C. McNeill, equal opportunity advisor, 8th U.S. Army, says that Black History Month is about recognizing the blacks contributions that blacks have made to make the United States what it is today. “When you are talking about black history, it is so important to come out to see and become a part of that,” he said.  “Because knowledge is power. There is a lot to be learned about history. The observances only gave you a very small portion of what is out there.” 


One example that McNeill mentioned was recognizing the contributions blacks have made to the military. He talked about Colin Powell, who was the first black secretary of state and the first black to serve as chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff. “There are more blacks in the military now serving in positions of responsibility,” said McNeill. “It brings moral because there are some soldiers that understand the contributions blacks have made to the military and acknowledge that.”

Another example McNeill mentioned was the dancing at the observance. “What got across to people at the observance was even young kids are learning dances which are a part of history and the black culture,” he said. “This is very important in observing and preserving the history.” 
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McNeill also stresses that all observances are equally important, especially in the military. “Black History Month is very important, but all of the months are important. The military consists of a lot of different nationalities,” said McNeill. “In order to have a diverse organization, which we do in the military, it is important to understand each person’s culture. The more you understand a culture, the more effective you can be as a leader or a team player.”
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