188th MP Company Soldiers improve skills during convoy Live Fire Exercise
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September 11th, 2001 spun the world into turmoil.  Amid the stunned disbelief and shock gripping the United States, the military reacted quickly to protect the nations’ citizens and its own forces.  With the war on terrorism raging globally, force protection is one of the U.S. military’s top priorities.  


Here in Korea, force protection and law enforcement have been key to everything done and the 8th Military Police Brigade has been the focal point for many of USFK’s force protection initiatives.   

“It is well known that MPs have two important missions,” said Col. Peter M. Champagne, commander, 8th MP Bde.  “Our primary mission during armistice is to provide law enforcement and force protection across the Korean peninsula and the second is to prepare for our wartime mission.”

Despite the increased protests due to recent events and the ongoing threat of terrorism, 8th MP Bde. soldiers prove that they not only protect the force but also remain trained and ready to fight tonight.  This resolve and dedication to strengthening the ROK/US alliance was truly apparent during the recent 188th MP Company convoy live fire exercise. During this training, the 188th soldiers proved that they are the force of choice. 

The 188th MP soldiers conducted this exercise at a South Korean, Marine Corps live-fire range near Pohang, Feb. 9 through Feb. 12.   


This was the first convoy live fire exercise conducted in the 8th MP Bde. since Sept. 11, 2001.  “While the 8th MP Bde remains committed to protecting the force, we will also ensure that we are ready to conduct our wartime mission,” said Champagne.  “This Live Fire Exercise program has provided a tiered approach to help accomplish this mission.  It is a giant step in helping begin the transformation as a brigade toward our wartime operation. We have begun to focus on more war-fighting training,” he said.


This training was a mock battle drill in which the military police soldiers practiced counter-ambush tactics using live ammunition.  Each squad had to provide convoy security for a critical asset and facilitate the movement of critical supplies.  This was a very realistic mission for the 188th MP Co. because it replicated a possible wartime situation.  

Gunners on top of the High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles immediately returned fire using their M249 Squad Automatic Weapons and high explosive rounds from their MK19s when the enemy initiated the ambush.


As the gunners fired away, other MPs took up defensive positions behind the vehicles.


Then the teams took the offensive. As one team laid covering fire the other maneuvered toward the enemy’s position; engaging targets with their M16 rifles as they advanced.


“This training proves the soldiers’ ability to move as a member of a fire team and be able to react to contact if engaged by the enemy,” said Capt. Jim Carlson, commander, 188th MP Co.

The military police soldiers were able to sharpen several basic battle skills.  They enhanced coordination of movement between teams and improved their communication skills.  

“Our communication level was perfect even amidst the noise.  We made use of the hand and arm signals, smoke, flags and radio for communication,” said 2nd Lt. John Alm, first platoon leader.  The soldiers also had to reload their weapons under heavy fire.  They learned the ability to maneuver as a squad and were also able to practice removing a mock-casualty through a helicopter evacuation.

“This was a very realistic training,” said Alm.  “It was aimed at orienting soldiers to a battle field environment and provided the soldiers dismounting tactics with live fire ammunition,” he added. 


Live Fire Exercises are demanding both physically and mentally.  They require soldiers to be proficient with their weapons, work together and operate as a team while communicating and developing leader and soldier skills to ensure success on the battlefield.


“I’m extremely proud of the motivation, level of training and exceptional performance of the soldiers of the 188th MP Co.,” said Champagne. 


Since he took command of the 8th MP Bde., Champagne has focused on accomplishing five priorities: Physical fitness and mental toughness, live fire exercises, maintenance, leader and soldier development, and quality of life. 

 Champagne tells all new soldiers during the Newcomer’s brief that he’s determined to train them harder than they’ve ever been trained.  This Live Fire Exercise is proof that he is making good on his promise to focus the brigade on its priorities. 
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