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    December 19, 2003

Camp Humphreys’ MI units host orphanage

Soldiers and Korean children indulge in night of presents, fun-filled events 

Story and photos by Sgt. Lorin T. Smith, 501st Military Intelligence Brigade
CAMP HUMPHREYS, Korea - Santa Claus made a special trip to the Community Activities Center at Camp Humphreys when the 501st Military Intelligence Brigade hosted 60 children from the Shin-Sung Orphanage Dec. 16.

The children were provided with a night of gifts, games, fun activities and the Christmas spirit by the three MI battalions with more than 75 volunteers located at Camp Humphreys.

“This may be the only presents these children may get this year,” said Chap. (Capt.) Darin Olson, 3rd Miilitary Intelligence Battalion’s chaplain.

Each battalion set up tables with events for the children to participate in: The 3rd MI Bn.’s Family Readiness Group had Christmas cookies to decorate, Company B, 532nd MI Bn. had face painting, and Company A, 3rd MI had Soldiers amusing the children with card tricks and the “disappearing thumb” trick. A 15-foot Christmas tree was set up with lights, garlands and ornaments, and 60 presents under the tree.

For the night’s finale, Santa Claus gave each child a gift and a picture on Santa’s lap for them to take home in a decorated frame to tie around their neck.

Eleven months out of the year, the chaplain and Soldier-volunteers visit the orphanage in 
Anseong for about three hours, bringing food and love to the children.

“We have birthday parties for them with presents, and play games like Hokie Pokie and soccer,” Olson said. “The unaccompanied Soldiers like to go because maybe they have a (child) back in the States, and this is one way they can make a difference in a child’s life.”

All the presents were bought by volunteers. At Thanksgiving, the chaplain got each child’s name from the orphanage and put it on a star. 

(The stars) went so fast – there were more soldiers wanting stars than there were children, Olson said.

Sgt. Eric Warren, Headquarters Operations Company, 527th Military Intelligence Battalion, doesn’t have any children, but he enjoys the rewarding experience of spending time with the orphans.

“When I went to the orphanage, it was so rewarding to seeing their faces for the first time and having four kids hugging me,” Warren said. “They don’t have any family to give them anything at the orphanage.”

Warren said that he gets a really good feeling when they are so enthusiastic to see U.S. Soldiers giving back to the community.

Another volunteer is Pfc. Andrea Vela, Headquarters Support Company, 3rd MI. She has only been to the orphanage once, but vows to go again.

“I bonded with a 2-year-old girl, and she wouldn’t let me put her down,” Vela said. “It was a very wonderful experience because I love kids and it made me feel at home because I have 26 nieces and nephews.”

Even the 501st MI Bde.’s commander, Col. Mary A. Legere, got into the fun by helping paint faces and creating frames for the children’s photos with Santa.

When the event ended, every child left with a smile on their face.

“Tonight was a time to make a unifying relation with the Korean children,” Olson said. 
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Photo Cutlines

Photo 1: Pfc. Diane Sanford, Company B, 532nd Military Intelligence Battalion, volunteered by painting faces on the Korean children when they came to visit the 501st Military Intelligence Brigade at the Community Activities Center at Camp Humphreys Tuesday.
 

Photo 2: Santa Claus made a special visit to the 501st Military Intelligence Brigade to hand out presents and spend time with Korean children from the Shin-Sung Orphanage.
 

Photo 3: Col. Mary A. Legere, 501st Military Intelligence Brigade commander, helped the Korean children write their names and add decorations to their frames of pictures with Santa during the event.
