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    December 19, 2003

Two Soldiers receive leadership excellence award
Story and photos by Pfc. Daniel Love

YONGSAN ARMY GARRISON, Korea - An officer and a warrant officer were selected to compete at the Department of the Army level in the Gen. Douglas MacArthur Leadership Excellence Award competition at 8th U.S. Army headquarters Dec. 4 in recognition of outstanding leadership abilities.


Capt. Mark H. Hoovestal, an aide de camp with Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division and Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kathy A. Herring, a supply systems technician with the 348th Quartermaster Company, received certificates of achievement from Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell for being one of the 24 officers and 16 warrant officers across the globe to enter the competition at the DA level.


“There is a lot of hard work and motivation in these young leaders,” said Campbell.  “They’ve mastered their craft. They’re top-notch leaders personally, professionally, and individually, and that requires dedication.”

The MacArthur Award, named after Gen. Douglas MacArthur, an accomplished officer who served in both World Wars as well as the Korean War, is presented at the Department of the Army level. Selection is based on the overall leadership performance of the officer or warrant officer during the calendar year of consideration.


“The board asks you questions to try to determine your leadership ability and how you live up to the tenets of duty, honor and country,” said Hoovestal. “They’re looking at the different aspects of your leadership philosophy.”

The two winners were selected from 14 officers and warrant officers. The winners were picked by an 8th U.S. Army panel.


“Obviously the other nominees are top notch,” said Hoovestal. “I’m sure the voting was very tight. I’m sure any one of them was just as deserving as I was, but it’s nice to be recognized for your efforts.”

Campbell said the competition was established 1986 to recognize company grade officers who demonstrate the ideals for which MacArthur stood: duty, honor, and country.  

“We can look back at some of the things that General MacArthur did and look at some of the leadership tenets that he espoused and try to see how those fit into our own personal beliefs,” said Hoovestal. 

Campbell said that Soldiers expect their leaders to be more than competent and that these leaders make sure that their Soldiers are properly trained, equipped, disciplined, taken care of and healthy.
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