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Strides for Casey: Eighth U.S. Army reserve soldier raises money for child battling cancer

By Staff Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

Two years ago, Casey Lin Foote was diagnosed with both brain and bone cancer. The brave 12-year old has since undergone numerous surgeries and chemotherapy in her battle for recovery. Already, she has undergone three major brain surgeries and surgery on her arm to remove a tumor. 


Because of the cancer's severity, conventional treatment holds little promise for recovery. Casey's doctors said her latest surgery would be her last.

Refusing to give up hope, the Footes have looked towards "experimental" treatment. However, insurance does not cover this last chance for Casey's recovery, and they must turn to others for financial help.


In a true testament to the good of humanity, their call was answered.


Maj. Kelly Grumelot, a reserve military police officer with the 8th U.S. Army CONUS, has experienced her own physical difficulties. She severely injured in her back in 1988, and for a considerable time was unable to even walk. 


"Finally I started running again," she said. "It has taken awhile. Last year I was able to run and actually started to feel good running again." 


Grumelot has not stopped with just being able to run, but began entering road races and this October will run the Chicago Marathon.


"I decided I wanted to make every step count, so I found a good cause," said Grumelot, who works for the Department of Natural Resources in Lansing, Mich. "When I heard about Casey, that was it."


If something like this happened to my own son (who is Casey's age), I don't know how I would ever pay for it," she continued. "To be stuck like that, and have to choose between paying your electric bill and paying the medical treatments for your child ... that must be the toughest decision you would ever have to make."


Grumelot and her running partner, Beth Ann Simmons, a nurse also from Lansing, have created an organization with the sole purpose of ensuring Casey receives her treatments. Strides for Casey is a non-profit team raising support for Casey by gaining sponsors who pledge money to Strides for Casey road racers.


Grumelot said Strides for Casey is preparing for marathons and shorter races across Michigan and the entire United States. 


Earlier this month, Grumelot, a 10-year veteran of the Army Reserves, was called up for her annual training to the Republic of Korea. 


Ulchi Focus Lens 2003, a large-scale, combined command post exercise involving over 14,000 U.S. military members began Aug. 18 at command posts all over Korea. Grumelot's unit, 8th Army CONUS, based out of Indiana and having detachments in Ohio and Michigan, would play a major role in defending South Korea should deterrence against aggressors fail. To practice for this role, the unit comes to Korea twice a year to participate in combined exercises with the Republic of Korea's military. 


When Grumelot explained Strides for Casey to Eighth U.S. Army, the commanders, and soldiers of United States Forces Korea's largest and most diverse unit decided they wanted to help Casey.


"Eighth Army has a lot of interest in supporting this run to help raise money for a little girl in Michigan who is suffering from cancer and help raise money for her parents to pay for the treatments she is undergoing," said Col. William Ivey, 8th Army's chief of staff.


Ivey said the unit was in the initial phases of organizing support for Casey, but he encourages every soldier to help.


"I strongly encourage anybody who wants to help out to pledge 'x number' of dollars per mile, or whatever the case may be, to help a very worthy cause," he said. "I think it is great opportunity for Eighth Army to get involved in a community activity and to allow the active component piece of 8th Army here in Korea to reach back to the U.S. community through the 8th Army CONUS piece."


For Grumelot, the sky is the limit.


"We were originally looking (to raise money) for one treatment, which is $16,000, but for some reason it seems like God is placing much more on us," she said. "We have applied for a grant which will allow us to hold a race for Casey in Michigan so we will have our own Run for Casey."


People desiring to help Casey can contact Grumelot at grumelok@michigan.gov or send a check to Strides for Casey; 206 Maria Dr.; Lansing, MI 48917. 


Casey and her family are not alone in their fight against cancer as testified in Grumelot's determination to gain supporters and 8th U.S. Army's willingness to provide that support.


"Casey, we are pulling for ya," said Ivey. "You have the entire 8th Army pulling for you and we wish you a very full and speedy recovery."
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