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                    August 16, 2003

UFL galvanizes peninsula forces

By Pfc. Yoon, Jong-pil
CAMP WALKER, Republic of Korea – Ulchi Focus Lens, a Peninsula-wide exercise currently gearing up in Korea, officially begins Aug. 18 at several Command Posts throughout Korea.

UFL is a large-scale exercise of Combined Forces Command scheduled to take place for two weeks. It is a computer simulated, defensive-posture exercise that takes place annually. UFL is conducted to evaluate and improve tactics, techniques and procedures between the U.S. and ROK militaries.

“It is important that Ulchi Focus Lens take place because it makes us do our job better,” said Col. Lowell S. Yarbrough, G-3 Current Operations officer-in-charge, “Ulchi Focus Lens allows us to go out and actually look at our plan, walk though it and exercise certain pieces of it, so that we can make it better.”

By participating in an exercise like UFL, soldiers get a chance to learn something new, overcome challenges and also work towards team success.

“Our primary mission during exercise is to provide weather data for people who participate in the exercise so they can utilize it for exercise scenario war-fighting capabilities,” said Tech. Sgt. Chris Champion, Staff Weather Officer.  “Each exercise, whether it is RSO&I, Warpath or Warfighter, it is continuously changing. So I wish to learn everything that we will be doing here in UFL so that we can do our best job.” 

The efforts of each participant leads to self-development and satisfaction of the individual, as well as to the success of the exercise itself. 

“Since this is my first exercise and I am doing a different mission from that of my usual unit, I might find difficulty in my work, but I will be learning a lot of things about the basics of the exercise and the work I do here,” said Pvt. Moon, In-sung, 8th Army Engineers. “I just hope the work I do during the exercise will help out other people,” he added. 

Whether the soldiers are participating actively or providing support, all individuals are putting their efforts toward the success of the 29th annual Ulchi Focus Lens.

Approximately 14,500 U.S. forces personnel are participating in the operation.

