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Aug. 2, 2003

Korean War 50th Anniversary

Story and photos by Sgt. Lisa Jendry


An estimated 2,500 veterans, soldiers and family members gathered July 27 for two separate ceremonies recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War.

The two ceremonies highlighted a week of events including tours, dinners and a golf tournament sponsored by the USO.  

The morning’s events took place at the Joint Security Area in the peace village of Panmunjom.  Guest speakers included the Honorable Helen Clark, New Zealand prime minister and Gen. (Ret.) Paik, Sun Yup, who served as Republic of Korea Army Division and Corps Commander and Army Chief of Staff during the Korean War.  

The commemoration marked the anniversary of the armistice signing that took place 50 years ago at the same location.

Marine veteran Cliff Osborn was one of 400 veterans chosen by the Korean Federation Industry to attend the anniversary.

“To see the remarkable recovery that South Korea has made in 50 years was like the Phoenix out of the ashes,” said Osborn.     

Osborn said it was Paik’s speech that inspired him the most.

“He made the main impact on me because he was here and it’s his land,” he said.  “His comments just obviously excelled from the heart.”  

The experience was especially emotional for Army veteran John Smith. 

“I had a KATUSA who was closer to me than my brother who was killed by machine gun fire right in front of me,” said Smith.  “When we drove up, I started crying.”

Despite painful memories, the veterans shared their stories, photos and medals with each other and many of the soldiers currently stationed in Korea.

Veterans gathered later that evening for a ceremony at Lombardo Field on Yongsan, which included a 21-gun salute, wreath laying ceremony and an inspiring speech by Dr. Henry Kissinger.

I … have grown so old that I have known every American president starting with president Truman and I know that none of them ever has questioned the imperative necessity of the United States standing shoulder to shoulder with Korea.”

Kissinger said that the threat of nuclear weapons is one of the greatest dangers in his time and that we have an opportunity to resolve it peacefully. 

“I am convinced that if we continue to practice the unity that has characterized us for the past 50 years … that we will make progress … and it will not take 50 years before we can celebrate the political peace of all the Korean people.” 

