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Warriors train up on new chemical suit

Story and photo by Pfc. Scott Akanewich
Indianhead staff  

One of the most dangerous elements of the modern battlefield is the threat of chemical and biological weapons. The use of protective gear by the military to combat this threat is an ongoing task that is constantly refined through development and training in order to meet this 21st century global threat.

The Army’s latest equipment to that end is the new Joint Service Lightweight Integrated Suit Technology. The JSLIST is replacing the Battle Dress Overgarment, which has been in use for several years as the Army’s primary chemical protection suit.

Staff Sgt. Nelson Gamio,  2nd Infantry Division Chemical, logistics noncommissioned officer, stressed that while the JSLIST offers better protection than its predecessor, training soldiers in how to wear it is of the utmost of importance.

“The Army is evolving, so we’re evolving with it,” said Gamio. “We offer anything to units to improve their training. You have to get people involved in Nuclear, Biological and Chemical training to have them learn it properly.”

The importance of good equipment and proper training in today’s environment isn’t lost on Gamio.

“The biggest threat in war is NBC,” he said. “This is serious business.”
The JSLIST is currently being integrated Army-wide.

“If we go to war right now, this is the suit we’ll be wearing,” said Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Stafford,  2nd Inf. Div. Chem., logistics noncommissioned officer in charge. 

According to Stafford, the JSLIST provides better protection as well as more comfort for the soldiers who wear it compared to the BDOs.

“It gives better protection as far as longer wear and offers a custom fit to meet the soldiers’ needs,” said Stafford. This new custom fit is provided by the fact that the coat and trousers are packaged and distributed separately in seven different sizes. This allows soldiers who may need a particular size coat, for example, not to be forced to wear the same size trousers regardless of fit.

An added result of a better fit is better ventilation, said Stafford.

“It breathes more because it’s lighter weight and form-fitting,” he said.

Pvt. Somone Gary, Headquarters, Headquarters Company, 2nd Infantry Division, enlisted strength management branch clerk, appreciated the more comfortable fit of the JSLIST as well as the added ventilation and the ease with which it can be put on.

“It’s more comfortable because it fits better and it’s not as hot because it’s thinner,” said Gary. “It definitely takes less time to put on.”  

The JSLIST weighs only 5.6 lbs. as opposed to the BDOs, which weigh 6.5 lbs. The fact that the new suit is 15% lighter and 60% less bulky creates added mobility such as the ability to climb up onto vehicles more easily.  

The outer shell of the JSLIST consists of a 50/50 nylon/cotton ripstop, which is water repellant. The liner has a non-woven front laminated to active carbon spheres, which is bonded to a tricot knit back that absorbs chemical agents. The JSLIST also has a longer wear life of 45 days and can be laundered up to six times while retaining its serviceability.

The carbon spheres are an especially interesting feature because they prevent carbon rub-off, unlike the BDOs.

All of these features make the JSLIST more functional and comfortable than BDOs, which makes it easier for soldiers to carry out wartime missions in an NBC environment, said Stafford.

NCOs should contact their unit NBC sections for additional information about JSLIST training.
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