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U.S./ROK seeds of friendship sewn through flowers

By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Sgt. Jon Cupp


Camp RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – Warriors from Camp Hovey recently were given the opportunity to sew the seeds of  friendship in Korea.

Approximately 20 soldiers from 2nd Brigade helped citizens of the city of Bulyhun-Dong plant flowers along Highway 334 near Bulyhun-Dong city on March 27. 

This was to celebrate the first days of spring and to kick off a beautification project in cooperation with the Saemul Village Movement, a national Republic of Korea group dedicated to developing rural areas within communities throughout the ROK.

“This was done as a part of our ‘good neighbor’ agreement between the city of Bulyhun-Dong and the soldiers of Camp Hovey,” said Col. Gary Patton, 2nd Bde. commander.  

“We are all neighbors and this just allows us to do our part as good neighbors to help out the community,” Patton added.

The event also helped to further strengthen the already strong friendship between U.S. soldiers and the city of Bulyhun-Dong, said Patton.

“The soldiers will have the chance to get an appreciation of the Korean culture, and make some friends,” said Patton. “They will also be able to take their appreciation for the love of nature and share that with our Korean neighbors.”

During the event, soldiers and local townspeople planted violet, red, yellow and white flowers in two separate flower gardens.  

Working side by side with Koreans as they tilled the ground with hoes and picks to set up the flower beds, soldiers said the experience was one they would never forget.

“It gives us an opportunity to connect with the Korean people, and it really makes us feel at ease with them,” said Pfc. Beth Krake, a Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Inf. Bde. intelligence analyst. “More than anything else that I’m going to take away from this is their hospitality.  They’ve been really nice, helping us make sure everything is done just right.”

“This has been a great way for us to get off the camp and get in contact with the Korean people,” said Spc.  Ryan Parkhurst, an HHC, 2nd Inf. Bde. intelligence analyst. “It gives us a better understanding of the Koreans and we can form good friendships. They are proud of their country, they’re glad for us to be here and we’re glad to be with them.”

In a show of appreciation for the soldiers’ support, Bulyhun-Dong citizens and members of the Saemul Village Movement held a Korean-style barbeque lunch for the troops. 

Prior to the meal being served, Oh, Gyeong Hwan the mayor of Bulyhun-Dong, spoke to the soldiers and citizens of his town.

“We were really pleased to have this kind of opportunity for soldiers of  (United States Forces Korea) and our residents,” said Oh.  “In some parts of Korea, there is growing anti-American sentiment, but we don’t have any of this in Bulyhun-Dong. I want to emphasis this and hope this experience shows the American troops that our relationship is really solid between our two countries.”

“Thank you for your support of our flower planting event to beautify this area,” Oh added.  “I hope you have good memories of Korea when you pass by this spot.  Keep it in your minds forever.”
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