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Soldiers raise money for charity, build unit camaraderie together  
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pfc. Scott Akanewich


Camp STANLEY, Republic of Korea – The soldiers from 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery are accustomed to sending rounds downrange to destroy targets. They were engaged in gunnery of a different kind, however, at Stanley Lanes on Camp Stanley March 21. Their ammunition was bowling balls, their targets were pins and brightly colored shoes replaced combat boots as they put on a charity tournament to benefit the Uijongbu Orphanage.

Spc. Jason McQuesten, B Battery., 6th Bn., 37th FA, Multiple Launch Rocket System gunner, was one of the organizers who arranged for the event to benefit the local orphanage and said he realizes the importance of it.

“Any kind of volunteer work is very important because we’re doing this for kids,” said McQuesten, who went on to explain that the utilities alone at the orphanage run upwards of $1000 per month.

Sgt. David Gann, C Bty., 6th Bn., 37th FA, MLRS crew member, was more than happy to lend a helping hand.

“It’s a great thing because I like to do things like this back home,” said Gann. “We can’t all visit orphanages, so this is our way of contributing. Soldiers are always helping people and this is another way.”

Other soldiers shared this sentiment.

“This is what it’s all about, doing stuff for the children and making a difference in their lives,” said Spc. Casey King, C Bty., 6th Bn., 37th FA, ammunition specialist.

While the primary reason for the event was charity, it also served as a diversion from current events, said McQuesten.

“Now that we’re at war, we have something to use as a diversion,” he said. “When you’re out here, you’re not thinking about anything else.”

Gann agreed.

“By being able to do things like this, it helps you relieve stress,” he said, while also pointing out that activities like this are an excellent way to build unit camaraderie.

“It builds esprit-de-corps,” said Gann. “I’m getting to know guys from other batteries, too. Interaction like that doesn’t happen on an everyday basis. We have a lot of battery functions, but not as a battalion.”

As for any similarities between bowling and his day job, Gann found a parallel.

“Well, in both you have ammo and a target,” he said. “Here, the lane arrows are our grid coordinates.”

Staff Sgt. Bill Rushing, Headquarters, Headquarters Service, 6th Bn., 37th FA, battalion ammunition, worked with McQuesten to help coordinate the event and also emphasized the positives.

“We wanted to get the battalion together as a group,” said Rushing. “We raised money back in October, so we wanted to do it again. The best way to have fun is to get out and bowl. You’re not going to find one person here who’s mad.”

The combination of having fun and raising money for a good cause made it a no-brainer for the soldiers to participate, said Rushing. “It was easy to get the guys to come out.”

McQuesten won his game with a score of 123, however, the real winners on this day were the children of the Uijongbu Orphanage, as well as the participants.

“Anywhere in the world, the Army should have activities like this,” he said.
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