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ROK/U.S. soldiers integrate for training exercise

By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Pfc. Nicole M. Robus


Camp RED CLOUD, Republic of Korea – White smoke filled the valley as 39th Tank Battalion, 5th Republic of Korea Armor Brigade attacked 2nd Infantry Division, 1st Battalion, 72nd Armor during the Reception, Staging, Onward movement and Integration/Foal Eagle combined training exercise at Twin Bridges Training Area March 23. 

RSOI is an annual joint/combined command post exercise used by Central Forces Command, ROK and U.S. forces commanders to train and evaluate command capabilities to receive U.S. forces from bases outside the country.

Foal Eagle is the command’s theater-wide joint and combined field training exercise focused on rear area security and stability operations, onward movement of critical assets, and select warfighting training events across all ROK and U.S. service components. The exercise involved ROK forces and a number of U.S. military units assigned on the Korean Peninsula, as well as a small number of U.S. forces deployed to Korea from U.S. based units. 

This exercise like ones past included a full range of equipment and personnel including reconnaissance, Special Forces, and air, land and sea assets.

The units involved in the exercise use technological equipment to monitor force on force battles to create a realistic environment.  

The 2nd Infantry Division along with the 5th Armor Bde. used Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement Systems (MILES). MILES gears creates a life-like battle allowing “kills” to be counted after the laser successfully engages the vehicle or soldier. A high-pitched alarm or flashing yellow light on a vehicle says the target is hit.

“The terrain the soldiers train on is realistic to combat operations. This is one of the only places you will train where you may one day have to fight,” said Lt. Col. Patrick Stackpole, 2nd Inf. Div. training and operations officer.

Considering the high tech equipment and the number of soldiers that were involved, the exercise calls for a lot of preparation and work, said Stackpole.

“We start developing frame-work of the exercise about year out. Then at around six months we start planning the exercise and when we are at about the two month mark we start the coordination with the ROK Army,” said Stackpole.

Each army has tactics they use in battle, and by training together the units learn from each other. Forces can also learn how to overcome weaknesses that are identified when fighting against one another, explained Stackpole. 

“On the training ground, the forces may be fighting against one another, but in war we know that we will not be fighting by ourselves.”

Even though the battles were the ROK Army against the U.S. Army, the two armies integrated key elements into each other’s armies. Therefore in the end they trained to fight together. 

“I enjoyed working with the ROK Army. We combined together. ‘One team to face the enemy,” said Spc. Tony Feaster, C Co. 1st Bn., 72nd Armor, loader and gunner. 

Soldiers were embedded from the 102nd Military Intelligence Battalion in both the ROK Army and the 2nd Inf. Div. 

KATUSAs or Korean Army soldiers serving with the U.S. Army train along side the U.S. Army on a day-to-day basis. A platoon of ROK Army infantry soldiers was also attached to the 2nd Inf. Div.

“With the integration of troops we can come to a better understanding of our Korean counterparts so we are ready to fight when and if the time comes,” added Stackpole.

“We are really proud to train and fight along side the 5th Armor Bde.,” said Stackpole. “This training was a great opportunity to strengthen the coalition between Korea and the U.S forces.” 

Capt. Ko, Kwang Suk, ROK Army public affairs officer, echoed Stackpole’s sentiments.

“This was a good opportunity to become closer to our allies. I feel as if participating was a good chance for the ROK soldiers to realize how important the alliance is and I hope that this will help strengthen the U.S./ROK alliance,” said Ko.
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