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         April 29, 2003

106th Medical Detachment comes together to put its training to the test

By Spc. Lynnette M. Jefferson

Soldiers from the 106th Medical Detachment, Veterinary Services, put its training to the test April 7 to April 11 during a field training exercise at Camp Humphreys.


The 106th Medical Detachment provides veterinary services throughout the peninsula. Its mission does not stop there.

“Our wartime mission is that we have soldiers who take care of military working dogs on the battlefield,” said Capt. Chad D. Foster, veterinarian, 106th Medical Detachment. We are also still responsible for the food supply that goes to the troops.”

The FTX offered soldiers from Camp Red Cloud, Yongsan, Osan, Daegu and Busan a variety of challenges. Professional Filler System (PROFIS) soldiers came from the States participated as well. These soldiers would deploy to the 106th Medical Detachment during wartime.

Tasks soldiers faced field surgeries, dental cleanings, field inspections and dealing with civilians on the battlefield and reviewing soldier’s skills. 


“This is a well-rounded exercise, something that is critical. Another reason why the exercise went well is because we trained to standard,” said Staff Sgt. Violeta F. Anderson, food inspections NCOIC, 106th Medical Detachment. “We did typical things that may happen in the battlefield. One example would be that we had large crowds of people looking for food. Soldiers had to react to that situation.”

Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Caruth, food inspections NCO, 106th Medical Detachment said that the large crowd of people looking for food was good practice.

 “This is one of the things we have to deal with, humanitarian issues. We give out food and we may have to react to large crowds,” Caruth said. 

For humanitarian efforts, the food must be inspected as well. 

“When food is handed out, you have to make sure the food is safe,” said Caruth. “You cannot just go and hand out rotten food to people.” 

Caruth said what was unique about this exercise is that the missions are real world oriented.

“The food inspectors have to put thought into how they would handle the situation. They have to sit down and think of how to accomplish the mission, as a team,” said Caruth. “The exercise went really well. It has been scenario driven and something that soldiers can use. It also helps the new soldiers by giving them training.”

Foster could not agree more.

“Between the field hospitals where surgeries were conducted as well as sick call, this was good realistic training,” he said. “The food inspectors also did inspections on Meals Ready to Eat (MRE). These are things we would definitely be dealing with in a wartime environment.”


Foster said that there was also the chance to practice soldier’s skills.

“There has been great NBC training, common task training, and civilians on the battlefield,” he said. “All of the soldiers come to the exercise with a good attitude and they are ready to learn. These soldiers are hard chargers. They want to do a good job.”

Anderson chimed in that it was important to keep up on soldier tasks.

“It is important, especially map reading and land navigation. If you do not practice them enough, you will lose them,” Anderson said.

For some soldiers, the FTX gave them opportunities to do new things.

“This is my first time doing live surgeries in the field. So far, I have assisted in two surgeries,” said Sgt. Danella N. Jacob, veterinarian technician, 106th Medical Detachment. “We did dental cleanings on dogs as well. We are not working on military dogs, but on privately owned pets. Owners who bring their pets to our clinic for treatment allowed us to conduct treatment in the field.”

Capt. Patricia Riley, veterinarian, 106th Medical Detachment said field surgeries are essential for the care of military working dogs.

“Here is where we stop life threatening wounds. It’s the first stop for casualties on the battlefield,” said Riley. “If we can fix them up, we put them back on the line. If not, we treat them and send them stateside.”

Riley believes that the dogs are important out in the field.

“They are the additional eyes, ears and nose for soldier,” she said.  “Dogs can be aggressive to protect. If the person attacking gives up, you can tell the dog to stop. This is the only “bullet” that can be recalled.”

Maj. Kenneth E. Despain, XO, said this exercise is about bringing a year’s worth of training together.

“This final FTX, everyone is more seasoned. The exercise is going really well,” he said. “The soldiers are very experienced. They have road marched here and set up their tents and cots. They have to plan what resources they need. They are practicing our ability to transfer from fixed facility to out in the field. We do 10 to 12 missions a day and I am pleased with how it has turned out.”
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