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April 28, 2003

Korean War vets honored at Veterans Appreciation Day

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – As delegates from North Korea and the United States were finishing up their talks in Beijing, two hundred and fifty veterans of the Korean War saw first hand why they fought to keep South Korea free. 

Eighth United States Army hosted the Korean War Veteran’s Appreciation Day at Yongsan Garrison on Friday. Veterans from Australia, Canada, Great Britain, New Zealand, South Korea and the United States joined together to be honored for their services 50 years earlier.

Maj. Gen. James Soligan, deputy chief of staff, United Nations Command/United States Forces Korea, provided the veterans with a special briefing that outlined the formidable threat posed by North Korea’s hermitic regime. Soligan ended his brief by thanking the veterans.

“South Korea has earned your sacrifices,” he said. “Your actions provided the foundation for the development of the prosperous democracy you see here today.”

After the brief, the veterans were honored in a commemoration ceremony. Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, UNC/Combined Forces Command/USFK; Gen. Paik, Sun Yup (retired) and Congressional Medal of Honor winner Hiroshi Miyamura all showed their appreciation for the veterans’ service.

Paik, the foremost ROK general during the Korean War, told the veterans that South Korea would not be where it is today without their sacrifices.

“The Korean War safeguarded freedom and democracy against the communist intervention as a result of the Korean War veterans’ noble dedication,” he said. “The Republic of Korea has emerged as one of the top 10 traders in the world, overcoming the poverty and ruins of 50 years ago. We will never forget that we enjoy freedom and prosperity with your holy sacrifices and your great effort.”

Ron Revans, who first came to Korea as a British soldier in 1953, said much has changed since he was first here.

“What we saw was devastation, Seoul was nearly flat,” he said. “Everywhere we looked there were signs of the frightening results of war. But that is the beauty of why we fought, because they have reconstructed their country – and what a wonderful country it is now. 

“This country is so far advanced compared with North Korea,” he continued. “All Korean War veterans should come back here to realize that the efforts and sacrifices they made were worthwhile.”

Fifty-eight thousand ROK servicemen, 54,000 Americans and 2,600 other United Nations troops lost their lives defending the freedom of South Korea, but, as even those who fought in the war will tell you, their lives were not in vain.   
