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New curriculum teaches soldiers how to teach English through virtues

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea -- Responsibility, Friendliness, Helpfulness. These are virtues that transcend culture, race and religion, and many U.S. soldiers here are exhibiting these virtues by teaching them to others.


The United Services Organization has created a new program, the USO Korean-American Volunteer Virtues Program, which puts soldiers in Korean elementary schools teaching English through virtues. The program is an English-as-a-second-language curriculum based on The Virtues Project concept, which seeks to instill universal values and morals in children.


According to Elaine Losey, USO Korea director, the program has several objectives.

“The first objective is to build good relations between the two communities: the U.S. military and the Republic of Korea,” she said. “Secondly it helps the children learn English more effectively through the instruction of native speakers. (The Virtues Project) also inspires students and the volunteer servicemembers by learning and teaching about human virtues and exploring how to practice them in everyday life. It is also an opportunity for the American volunteers to learn more about Korean culture.”

According to Losey, who approached the Sergeant Major’s Association seeking volunteers to teach, three units have already been trained to teach the Virtues Project in Korean schools.


“We have a two-day workshop to train the trainer and then the trainers teach the soldiers in a three-hour class,” she said. “17th Aviation, 8th PERSCOM and the 498th Corps Support Battalion volunteers have all undergone the training.”


Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Creed, 17th Aviation, who was one of the first leaders to go through the Virtues Project train-the-trainer program, said his soldiers teach good citizenship.


“We emphasize a different virtue every week,” he said. “This week they learned responsibility: how they can be responsible at school, at home and with their friends. The Values Project teaches them good citizenship. It is not an American thing or a religious thing, it is just doing the right thing.”


Sgt. David Whipple, supply sergeant, 305th Quartermaster Co., a volunteer English teacher at the Itaewon Elementary School, said he believes in the importance of his volunteer work.


“Having these virtues will help (the children) at this age and latter on life,” he said. “When they get older they will know the good ways to treat other people or act around other people. They are learning to respect others and have confidence in themselves.”


The Itaewon Elementary School’s principle, Tuck, Pae Cha, said his students benefit from the servicemembers teachings.


“The Virtues Project is moral teachings which is valuable for everyone to learn the world over,” he said. “They are learning these virtues in English with American vocabulary and speech patterns, which is very beneficial to the students.” 


Creed said the soldiers benefit from the teaching as much as the children do.


“They are doing something constructive for the community and for themselves,” the sergeant major said. “When soldiers do things like this they feel good about themselves as a person, as a contributor, and they are building strong bonds with the people of their host country.”


Command Sgt. Maj. Karon Nemetz, 498th Corps Support Battalion, another sergeant major who answered Losey’s call for volunteers, agreed.


“I want my soldiers to have a positive-impact experience with the Korean public, and this has given them a positive way to interact with Koreans,” she said. 


For Losey, who started the program, training soldiers to teach elementary children is only the beginning. She said she would like to teach soldiers cultural awareness, translating the Virtues Project curriculum into Hangul, train Korean teachers, and “win one heart at a time – for the long term.”


Losey also said there will be a peninsula-wide, Virtues Project, train-the-trainer class in August. She encouraged units to call her office at 724-6429 (DSN) or 795-3028 (Com) if they are interested in getting the Virtues Project training. 


Nemetz, who had 40 volunteers from her unit attend the three-hour workshop, said it is important that soldiers show Koreans that we want to be good neighbors.


“I encourage all leaders to find community projects to get their soldiers interested in and involved in,” she said. 

