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  April 15, 2003

Former President Bush visits servicemembers in Korea

By Sgt. Russell C. Bassett

YONGSAN GARRISON, Republic of Korea – Former President of the United States George Bush visited with U.S. and ROK servicemembers in Seoul on Tuesday.


“I am asked what I miss about being president,” Bush told the USFK troops, “and I have always said the thing I miss most about it is dealing with our superb, all volunteer, military force.”


Bush had his attentive audience laughing loudly with his jokes about dealing with the press. 


Bush also stressed the importance of family in his speech.


“For me it’s no longer about issues; I am out of the issues business, I am out of the policy business,” he said. “But it’s the family that matters. It is critically important to me: family, faith and friends. That’s about where my life is at.”

Gen. Leon LaPorte, commander, UNC/CFC/USFK, introduced the 41st president of the United States to representatives of the major USFK commands.

“President Bush’s leadership proved critical to the resolution of some of the most daunting conflicts of our time,” he said. “After 40 years of superpower stalemate, historic events became almost common place: the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Reunification of Germany, the end of the Cold War, the flourishing of Democracy in Eastern Europe, and, of course, there is Desert Storm. Many of you veterans of Desert Storm stand as a testament to the presidential leadership and American resolve in an uncertain and dangerous world.”

Bush told the troops that the current president, his son, supported them.

“I think that people at home, and I know this is true of our president, still recognize the fundamental importance (of the military) to the national security of the United States and to the national security of Korea,” he said. “So I hope you have a since of service and I hope you have a since of the importance … that the American people and this president places on your service to country.”

LaPorte ended his introduction by quoting the president in a speech he gave at Texas A&M University. 

“Destiny, it has been said, is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice,” Bush told the college students 10 years ago. “ And we can never safely assume that our future will be an improvement over the past. Our choice as people is simple; we can either shape our times or let the times shape us. And shape us they will, at a price too frightening to complicate: morally, economically and strategically.”

