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April 7, 2003

Eighth U.S. Army Established New Award to Honor KATUSA Soldiers

Yongsan Garrison, Korea – The Eighth U.S. Army announced the creation of a new, prestigious military leadership competition and award that will honor Republic of Korea Army soldiers assigned to the Korean Augmentee to the US Army Program (KATUSA).

The new award is called the Gen. Paik, Sun Yup Leadership Award in honor of the greatest Korean War hero during the Korean Conflict and will recognize the most outstanding KATUSA corporals and sergeants serving in the Eighth U.S. Army.  

This new award will be equal to the existing US Army’s Sgt. Audie Murphy Club in regards to prestige,” said Command Sgt. Maj. Troy Welch, command sergeant major of the 19th Theater Support Command.  “It will focus on critical aspects and subjects of the Korean Army, to include the history of the Korean War, basic soldier skills, leadership, ROK military service, and the biography of Gen. Paik, Sun Yup”.

The idea came about when Maj. Gen Jeanette K. Edmunds, commanding general of the 19th Theater Support Command attended an induction ceremony for new members of the Sgt. Audie Murphy Club and asked how we recognize our outstanding KATUSA soldiers.  This simple question started a flurry of brainstorming and has come to fruition as the new Gen. Paik, Sun Yup Leadership Award for outstanding KATUSA soldiers.  

Lt. Gen. Charles C. Campbell, commanding general, Eighth U.S. Army hosted retired Gen. Paik, Sun Yup at a breakfast in March where he asked the retired Korean War Hero if he would allow this award to be named in his honor.  

Paik, Sun Yup was the foremost Republic of Korea Army General of the Korean War.  When North Korea launched their general offensive on 25 June 1950, then Col. Paik Sun Yup, at age 29 was commanding the 1st ROK Division that was positioned on the provisional boundary north of Seoul and astride the main North Korean axis of advance.  Despite the surprise and violence of the attack, Paik, Sun Yup’s division held fast for 3 days before withdrawing and conducting a series of delaying actions south to the Naktong River where a coordinated UN Command defense was finally organized.  In the heavy fighting of August and September, the 1st ROK Division was the hinge between American and South Korean Forces and shares credit for successive defeats of the enemy’s effort to capture Daegu.  Paik led his division in the breakout following the Inchon landing and in the advance into North Korea where 1st Division seized the center of Pyongyang.  Twice the recipient of the Taeguk Medal, Korea’s highest honor, Paik, Sun Yup became the ROK Army’s first four star general, the ROKA Chief of Staff and the Chairman of the ROK Joint Chiefs.  Following his retirement in 1960 he continued to serve his nation and became the ambassador to 19 different nations. Throughout his career Paik, Sun Yup held steadfast to the basic tenants of the profession of arms: allegiance to country, personal honor, moral courage, abiding concern for subordinates, and the will to win.
Recipients of the Gen. Paik, Sun Yup Leadership Award will have to go through a rigorous board process where they will be tested by five senior non-commissioned officers on the following subjects: Gen. Paik’s biography; Leadership; First Aid; Nuclear, Biological and Chemical training; Training the Force; Republic of Korea Service Order; The Korean War; The KATUSA Program; and Safety.

Upon successful completion of the board the awardees will receive a medal and certificate recognizing them as the best NCO’s in the KATUSA program.

The first Gen. Paik Sun Yup Leadership Award Board is scheduled for Apr 23 at Camp Henry, Daegu Korea and the inaugural awards ceremony is being planned for early May.

For more information in the prestigious award please contact the Eighth U.S. Army Public Affairs Office.

-30-
