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Korean American Partnership Council signs administrative agreement

Story and photo by Sgt. Jon Cupp

Command Information NCO

The Korean American Partnership Council, an advisory forum made up of 2nd Infantry Division senior leaders and Korean civic and military leaders from the Kyonggi Province, met April 3 at the 2nd Inf. Div. Headquarters on Camp Red Cloud to sign an administrative agreement, a set of guidelines by which the organization will operate.

The Korean American Partnership Council allows key leaders within the Kyonggi Province to discuss and solve issues that affect both United States Forces Korea and the Korean communities within which they live and work. 

“I believe this third meeting will be a very valuable resource in resolving issues of mutual concern,” said Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, 2nd Inf. Div. commanding general.  

“I particularly like the word partnership because it applies to things that are mutually beneficial.  This council is an example of the relationships that we need to establish as good neighbors,” added Wood.

“My soldiers are very proud to serve here and have the opportunity to know Korean culture and develop friendships with our strongest ally,” added Wood.  “I personally look forward to this opportunity and we are glad to have you all here to review our work as we sign our (agreement ) that puts us on a common path.”

Members of the council who attended the meeting included the vice-governor of  Kyonggi Province, the 2nd Inf. Div. Assistant Division Commanders for Manuever and Support, the 2nd Inf. Div. Chief of Staff, the vice-mayors of Uijeongbu City and Dongducheon City, the vice-commissioners of Yangju and Pochon counties as well as other 2nd Inf. Div. senior leaders and Korean civic leaders.

Key topics that the council discusses include U.S. and Republic of Korea military law, local laws, and quality of life issues for soldiers, community projects, environmental issues, safety issues and opportunities for Korean businesses throughout Kyonggi Province.  

During this third meeting of the council, members of the organization discussed topics that ranged from road-widening projects to aircraft and training noise.

“I feel proud and believe that it is both of benefit to USFK and Kyonggi Province for us to have this business-like, problem solving agency,” said Chung, Seung Woo, vice-governor of Kyonggi Province. 

“We have had nine agenda items during our last meetings with seven being solved and two left to be resolved,” said Chung.

“Since its inception, KAPC has been receiving good comments from the media and the civilian population,” added Chung.  

“One of our main responsibilities should be to reach out to Americans and Koreans so they understand each other and can mingle in harmony.”
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