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Warriors prepare for EIB testing at Camp Casey
By 2nd Infantry Division Public Affairs Journalist Sgt. Jon Cupp


Camp CASEY, Republic of Korea – The Expert Infantryman Badge is a mark of excellence among infantry soldiers.

Warriors of the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment con-ducted an intensive two week train up on Camp Casey to ensure success when their soldiers test for the EIB during the division-wide EIB testing in April.  

“I’m sure my soldiers will say that the training they are getting here with my noncommissioned officers is better than the training that they are going to get for the next two weeks at Warrior Base,” said Lt. Col. Fred Swope,1st  Bn., 503rd Inf. Regt., commander.  

“It’s the same training, but here it’s done in smaller groups and my NCOs are tasked with training them, rather than testing them,” added Swope.

“This is the best training that we provide our soldiers every year in the individual category,” added Swope.

The 1st Bn., 503rd Inf. Regt. EIB training site was set up to mimic exactly the 2nd Infantry Division testing site at Warrior Base with 17 stations and  32 tasks. 

The tasks ranged from clearing a malfunction on an M4 rifle, deploying claymore mines, Nuclear Biological and Chemical tasks, basic first aid as well as performing individual camouflage and radio communications.

Yet before the soldiers get the chance to vie for the EIB, they must first prove worthy of the coveted badge, said Swope.  

They must pass the Army Physical Fitness Test, scoring at least 70 percent in each event. They must also fire expert on their M4 rifle, perform a 12-mile road march in under three hours and pass both a day and night land navigation course.  

“If they fail any of these events or fail to pass the APFT with at least 70 in each event, they are not eligible to test,” said Swope.   

“We started out with about 70 to 80 soldiers from each of our companies eligible and now we’re down to 60 from each company, based on prerequisites.”

Staff Sgt. Michael Encabo, D Co., a 1st Bn., 503rd Inf. Regt. infantryman, who served as an evaluator on the .50 caliber machine gun during the train up said he has confidence in his battalion’s soldiers.

“We have younger soldiers and we’re getting them ready for the test with some good training,” said Encabo. “Some of them haven’t even seen a (.50 caliber machine gun) yet so they have no clue, but we’re doing this by the book to set them straight. We’ve gotten some good results from the soldiers, and I know they will get it.”

Training for the EIB in Korea offers 2nd Infantry Division soldiers the unique chance to work with their Republic of Korea Army counterparts, said Swope.

“We have some senior noncommissioned officers from the ROK Army Air Assault Brigade attending the first two weeks of EIB with my battalion,” said Swope. “Obviously, we’re going to fight here together in Korea as a partnership, and it’s important that we establish a good relationship with them.”

“The training that we do with them gives them confidence in our soldiers’ capabilities and allows them to learn how to operate the weapons our soldiers are trained on,” Swope added.

Spc. Kristopher Berube, C Co., 1st Bn., 503rd Inf. Regt., who is trying a second time for the EIB, said the training has been very beneficial.

“The 503rd always does a good job of setting up their training sites, and they’ve always done a good job setting it up,” said Berube. “The training really helps you get familiarized with your weapons systems and with systems that you don’t often get the chance to work with. If you’re on a line squad you don’t always get the chance to work with a 240B machine gun, so this gives you chance to learn that weapon.”

“I’m going to take a lot of confidence away from this experience, because even if I don’t get the EIB, like I didn’t last year, I will still be able to hold my head up high when I walk around,” added Berube.

For Staff Sgt. Lee, Han Joo, a ROK Army 1st Air Assault Brigade infantryman, the experience was also worthwhile.

“I really like the training where you rotate to the different stations, and how we’re given plenty of time in two weeks to learn the tasks,” said Lee. “The weapons the ROK Army uses are different from U.S. weapons and I enjoy getting to learn the different systems.  I also enjoyed the station where you give the Size Activity Location Uniform Time and Equipment report.”

According to Sgt. Maj. David Anderson, 2nd Brigade plans and operations sergeant major, approximately 1,600 soldiers from throughout the 2nd Inf. Div. who hold infantry series Military Occupational Specialties will be tested during the division-level EIB competition at Warrior Base. 
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