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2ID soldiers participate in Incheon marathon

Story and photo by Sgt. Jon Cupp
Command Information NCO

Over 90 Warriors from the 2nd Infantry Division competed in this year’s Incheon Marathon held March 30 at Incheon stadium in Incheon.

Out of 13,000 competitors, two U.S. Army runners placed during the event which included a full 42-kilometer marathon, a 21-kilometer half marathon, a 10-kilometer run and a 5-kilometer run.

Capt. Virginia Hayden, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regiment, battalion supply and logistics officer, placed fourth overall in the women’s half marathon competition, winning a trophy and a 50,000 won gift certificate. 

“This was my first time competing in a half marathon,” said Hayden.  

“There were a lot of good experienced runners out there. I was competing for fun, but this really validates all the training I’ve done. My favorite part of this was getting to run with my friends and colleagues from work,” added Hayden. 

In the men’ s 10K, 1st Lt. Robert Miske, C Battery, 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery Regiment, executive officer, came in sixth in the 20-24 year-old age group with a time of one hour, 17 minutes and 26 seconds.  

“There was some good competition and I didn’t see the lead pack until I hit the 5K mark,” said Miske, who recently represented the 8th Army in the Army ten-miler competition in Washington, D.C. 

“It was great and this was my first race since November. I was a little disappointed though, because I let the first place woman pass me and she beat me by 15 seconds,” added Miske.

The event which was sponsored by the Incheon Times and the city of Incheon was a unique opportunity, soldiers said, to mingle with the people of Korea.

“It was really good getting to interact with the Korean people, learning and seeing how they compete compared to us and to know that they’re just as competitive as we are,” said Staff Sgt. Taranail Weaver, 2nd Inf. Div. secretary of the general staff and noncommisioned officer in charge, who competed in the 10K race.  

“It was great to do something besides just going down range. And instead, here we are mixing it up with the Korean citizens,” said Pfc. Mark Morel, B Company, 2nd Engineer Battalion, combat engineer who ran the half marathon.  

“This is the one place where you can see all the people come together to have fun,” added Morel.

The marathon was also a chance for the city of Incheon to say thank you to American soldiers and Korean Augmentations to the United States Army for serving on the Korean peninsula.

“We thank you for participation in our event and for your friendship,” said Ahn, Sang Soo, the mayor of Incheon. 

“We hope this will only strengthen the bonds between the United States and the Republic of Korea. We hope we can have many more opportunities like this in the future,” added Ahn.    

During the marathon, 2nd Inf. Div. soldiers presented 2nd Inf. Div. pullovers to Shin, Hwa Soo, president of the Incheon Times, and Mayor Ahn in appreciation for their invitation and funding of the event.

“They invited us to run here today and they paid the entrance fees for our soldiers to participate,” said Lt. Col. Robert McDonald, 2nd Inf. Div. Civil Military Operations, chief. “It shows that we really are strong partners with Korea, and we want to be good neighbors with them and continue to build a strong alliance with the Korean government.”
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